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The present number contains Mr. Grundy’s 
jetter to the legislature of Tennessee, and Mr, Tall- 
madge’s speech in reply to Mr. Hubbard. 


BRAZIL. Dionizio de Azevedo Pecanah has been 
ficially recognised by the president of the United 
States as consul general of Brazil for the United 


States of America. 





PENNSYLVANIA. A convention of the friends of 
the general administration met at Harrisburg on 
Monday last and nominated general David R. Por- 
ter, of Huntingdon county, as their candidate for 
governor. The anti-masonic convention assembled 
at the same place on the same day, and nominated 
Joseph Ritner as their candidate for the same office. 





ConnecTicuT. The democratic state conven- 
tion has nominated Seth P. Beers, of Litchfield 
county, for governor, and John Stewart, of Middle- 
sex county, for lieutenant governor of the state 
of Connecticut. 





FrRoM THE CANADA FRONTIER. The following 
from the Albany Argus of the 5th inst. confirms 
the account published in.a subsequent page of 
the disbanding of the invading forces: 

“Official despatches from gen. Wool and col. 
Worth, from the former of the 2d inst., and the 
latter of the Ist, show that both on the northern 
and western frontiers, the disturbing forces have 
been dispersed, and that tranquillity has been re- 
stored in every direction. 

General Wool writes that the entire force under 
Drs. Nelson and Cote, about 600 strong, surren- 
dered to him at 2 o’clock, P. M. on the Ist inst. 
near the Canada line, about one mile north of the 
village of Alburgh springs, Vermont, with all their 
cannon, small arins and ammunition. Previous to 
this, general Wool had taken one piece of artillery 
and nine loads of ammunition prepared for artillery 
and muskets. Drs. Nelson and Cote were in the 
custody of general Wool, by whom they would be 
surrendered to the civil authorities. The British 
troops were within six or eight miles of the invad- 
ing camp at the time of the surrender. 

The whole frontier, from St. Albans to Water- 
town, is entirely tranquillized—probably not to be 
again disturbed. 

Gen. Wool left St. Albans for Plattsburgh and 
Champlain yesterday morning. 

Col. Worth writes that he is just informed by 
express from major general Brady, at the mouth of 
the Detroit river, dated the 26th inst., that on the 


_ morning of the 24th, the individuals under the com- 


inand of McLeod, made good their foothold on an 
uninhabited island on the British side, and appear- 
ed torthreaten an attack upon Malden. When the 
troops at Malden moved towards the island, the in- 


_ Yaders fled without making any resistance. On 


reaching the American shore, they were disarmed 
y the forces under general Brady and the civil au- 


_ thorities, and dispersed. McLeod, at the Jast date, 


_ Was pursued by the marshals, and it was believed 
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_ Would be arrested. The re-action against these 
Proceedings is general, and it is not a little ac- 
| celerated by the want of courage exhibited on this 
| nd other occasions.” 


Che Rochester Democrat contradicts, as a libel, 
oe statement of the N. Y. Gazette, Courier and 
iquirer, and Commercial Advertiser, that lady 
lead, whilst on her recent route to New York, 
vas insulted in Rochester. It has the authority 


2 of gen, Whiting, a royalist, from Canada, that he 


a a few days since heard gov. Head read a letter 
rom his lady, dated at Utica or Albany, in which 


; se states that, so far from being insulted, she had 
 ,,. net with a single mark of disrespect, but, on 


y ut 


* contrary, had been uniformly treated with the 
nost kindness and attention. 
; Lord Gosford, late governor general of the Can- 
48, has arrived at Boston with his suite. He 
Enol y way of Maine. He was to’ embark for 
decatd, on board the Pique frigate. His 
of ereare has given great ley % the friends 
‘e queen in Montreal. The “Herald” states, 
esd y presented a magnificent spectacle on 
rie ay evening, (Feb. 27th.) . The illumination 
nor of the installation of sir John Colborne as 


eduak: 4 
“@nstrator of the government of this province, 
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and as a rejoicing that lord Gosford no longer in- 
sulted Britons as the representative of their sover- 
eign, was as general as the most sanguine good 
subject could have possibly desired. 





THe Bamsers. We learn from the New York 
“Evening Post” that governor Marcy has suspendec 
the order for delivering up the Bambers to the 
British authorities, and that without question hey 
will be discharged. Mr. Morrell, their counsel, 
proceeded to Albany, and laid before the governor 
some important testimony, in contradiction to that 
on which the order for arresting and delivering them 
up was issued. The discharge of the prisoners will 
take place not on account of any change of opinion 
as to the effect of the evidence originally presented, 
but on account of its being invalidated by facts sub- 
sequently proved. 


FoREIGN NEWs. London papers to the 15th and 
Liverpool to the 16th of ag have been receiv- 
ed at New York. They are filled with specula- 
tions upon the late movements in Canada, which 
have also been warmly discussed in parliament. 

The London Courier of the 15th of January says: 

‘*As soon as parliament meets to-morrow the 
ministers will lay before it the additional documents 
which they possess concerning the revolt in Cana- 
da, and will be prepared to state their views on this 
important subject. We may expect a warm debate 
if the tories and radicals are not so excessively dis- 
appointed at the speedy termination of the revolt 
as to be unable to make a show of fight.” 

The newspapers contain various accounts of ar- 
rangements for increasing the British forces, and 
for taking out troops to America. The bounty for 
the ordnance service has been raised to five gui- 
neas, and the standard of height reduced from five 
feet five inches for the royal artillery instead of five 
feet eight. This corps wants 490 men to complete 
it. The Royal Sovereign transport,commanded by 
lieut. Werter, was to take out immediately two 


companies of royal engineers to Canada. The 
Apollo, at Portsmouth, a large 46 gun frigate, is to 


be prepared for a troop ship and to sail for Canada 
about the end of March. The Hercules 74 will 
take out 500 men. The Inconstant has embarked 
a portion of the 93d Highlanders, and the Pique 
will take the remaincer. ‘Ihe second companies of 
the 11th will be landed at Bermuda until they are 
wanted in America. 

A large number of officers have arrived at New 
York and proceeded to Canada. The collector of 
that port directed all the baggage of the British of- 
ficers, who arrived in@he packet ship Cambridge, 
to be passed without examination. The officers 
and the British consul called on the collector to 
express their gratification at so unexpected a ci- 
vility, which relieved them from being subjected 
to an ordeal which, though trivial in its nature, is 
justly deemed the most vexatious of annoyances 
that the stranger can possibly encounter. 

Sir George Arthur, the new governor of Upper 
Canada, with his suite and several military gentle- 
men, took pesesee in the New York packet Sam- 
son, on Friday the 5th of January, for America. 

- A meeting of the friends of reform had been held 
at the borough of Beverley, at which Messrs. Ren- 
nie and Clay had spoken in favor of temperate and 
conciliatory measures towards the Canadians, and 
a petition to that effect is expected from the people 
of that place. 

The winter palace of the Emperor Nicholas was 
destroyed by fire on the 29th of December, the 
London Royal Exchange on the 10th of January, 
and the Italian Opera house at Paris on the 15th of 
the same month. In all these cases the endeavors 
to extinguish the conflagration were obstructed by 
the intense frost which prevailed, and rendered it 
difficult at first to convey the water to the flames. 
The weather, during the season in which these 
fires occurred, appears to have presented a strong 
contrast to the mildness of the season here. 

The chamber of deputies, on the 15th, agreed on 
an answer to the king’s speech, which is but the 
repetition of the speech itself. 

A Berlin letter of January 7th, states that three 
couriers from St. Petersburg had arrived within a 
few days of each other. It was reported that seri- 
ous disturbances had broke out in the Russian 





capital, and that the Emperor Nicholas had been 
exposed to great personal danger. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 


Peter Dixey, collector of the customs, Marble- 
head, Mass. from Feb. 19, 1838. 

Jesse Hoyt, collector of the customs, New York, 
from March 29, 1838. ; 

George Holt, collector of the customs, Cherry 
Stone, Virginia, from Februrry 6, 1838. 

Sdmuel Learned, collector of the customs, Pearl 
River, Mi. from January 31, 1838. 

John McDonnell, collector of the customs,Detroit, 
Mich. from 23d March, 1838. 

Danforth N. Barney, collector of the customs, 
Sacketts Harbor, from March 8, 1838, in place of 
Thomas Loomis, whose commission has expired. 

John Clark, register of the land office, Ionia, Mi- 
chigan, vice Joseph W. Brown removed, from 6th 
March, 1838. 

Joseph S. Lake, register of the land office, Woos- 
ter, Ohio, from March 25th, 1838. 

James C. Sloo, register of the land office, Shaw- 
neetown, Illinois, from March 25th, 1838. 

William A. Richmond, receiver, lonia, Michigan, 
vice Allen Hutchins, removed, from 6th March, 
1838. 

Samuel Milroy, receiver, Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
vice James T. Pollock, removed, from 6th March, 
1838. 

John Coates, receiver, Chilicothe, Ohio, from 25th 
March, 1838. 

John Taylor, receiver, Springfield, Ilinois, from 
25th March, 1838. 

Charles Humphrys, receiver, Marietta, Ohio, from 
the 28th March, 1838, when the commission of Da- 
vid C. Skinner will expire. 

Solomon Clark, receivers of publics moneys at 
Pontotoc, Mi. from 5th March, 1838. 

Benjamin R. Gantt, receiver of public moneys, 
Opelousas, Louisiana, from January 24, 1838. 

Henry Smith, receiver of public moneys, Vanda- 
lia, Illinois, from January 31, 1838. - 

Rk. G. Greene, surveyor, Portland Me. from Feb. 
15, 1838S. 

George W. Riter, surveyor, Philadelphia, from 
March 23, 1838. 

Marcus C. Ryan, surveyor, Windsor, N. C. from 
Jan. 31, 1838. 

John G. Mawney, surveyor and inspector of the 
revenue, East Greenwich, R. I. from 29th January, 
1838. 

Edward Palfray, surveyor for the district of Sa- 
lem and Beverley, and inspector of the revenue for 
the port of Salem, Massachusetts from 29th Jan- 
uary, 1838. 

John Horn, naval officer, Philadelphia, from 
March 23, 1838. 

Daniel Sherwood, naval officer, Wilmington, N. 
C., from Feb. 22, 1838. 

Henry Simpson, appraiser, Philadelphia, from 
Feb. 23, 1838. 

Thomas H. Hopkins, register of land office, Mi. 
from Feb. 23, 1838. 

David V. Culley, register of land office, Indiana- 
polis, Indiana, from March 31, 1838. 

David Robb, register of land office, Zanesville, 
Ohio, from March 31, 1888. 

Olmstead Hough, register of the land. office at 
Detroit, Mich. from 5th March, 1838. 

Peter W. Gaulier, jr. to be marshal for the 
western district of Florida, in the place of J. W, 
Exum, deceased. 

Charles D. Hammond of Georgia, to be marshal 
of the United States for the district of Georgia, in 
the place of Petey Solomon, resigned. 

James N. Barker, tu be first comptroller of the 
treasury, from the first of March next, in the place 
of George Wolf, resigned. 





_ Post oFFIcE REGULATIONS.—Extract from the 
instructions to postmasters, p.50, see. 118. “In 
every instance in which popes that come to your 
office are not taken out by the person to whom they 
are sent, you will give immediate notice to the pub- 
lisher, adding the reason, if known, why the papers 
are not taken out.” 
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THE LATE DUEL AT WASHINGTON. 
From the New Yori American. 


FROM THE EDITOR. 
Washington, 26th February, 1838. 

{ send the following statement for publication, in 
justice to col. J. W. Webb. It is accurate, as | 
know, in its essential particulars, in that which re- 
lates to the impression under which col. W. rested 
on the evening of Friday, 23d, and up to 10 o’clock 
A. M. of Saturday, that no meeting could take place 
on that day between Mr. Graves and Mr. Cilley. 

Col. W. had evinced the most resolute purpose to 
prevent, at any rate, and at any hazard, the substi- 
tution of Mr. Graves for himself, in the combat, and 
nothing but the unusual haste with which this mat- 
ter seems to have been passed to an issue, could, it 
is believed, have defeated the success of his inter- 
position, and that of other friends, as well as of the 
law, to prevent the duel. 

It is not deemed necessary to give the signatures 
to this paper, as it might not be agreeable to the 
parties to see their names in print, on such an oc- 
casion. Any gentleman, however, desiring ¢ may 
see the original statement at this office. 

GapsBy’s Hore, 
Washington, Feb. 25, 1838. 

Early in the morning of yesterday, col. Webb, 
of New York, called at iny lodgings while I was yet 
in bed, and stated that on the evening preceding, 
Mr. Cilley, of Maine, had accepted a challenge froin 
Mr. Graves of Kentucky, and that ther were to 
fight at eighty paces with rifles. Col. Webb said 
that the proposed meeting grew out of a correspon- 
dence between Mr, Graves and Mr. Cilley, found- 
ed upon a letter from col. Webb to Mr. Cilley, ask- 
ing for an explanation of certain language used on 
the floor of the house of representatives, and of 
which letter Mr. Graves was the bearer. He said 
that it was utterly impossible that any meeting 
could be permitted to take place between Messrs. 
Graves and Cilley until Mr. Cilley had first met 
him; that he was determined to force such meeting 
upon Mr. Cilley, be the consequences what they 
might, and that in pursuance of that determination, 
he had secured the services of —— the even- 
ing previous, shortly after the acceptance of Mr. 
Graves’ challenge by Mr. Cilley, and now called to 
ask my co-operation in the following proceeding, 
viz: * That col. Webb, accompanied by Mr. 
and myself, properly armed, should repair to Mr. 
Cilley’s rooin, when Mr. Webb should offer Mr. 
Cilley the choice of his duelling pistols, with the 
following alternatives: either then and there to set- 
tle the question, or pledge his word of honor that he 
would give col. Webba meeting before Mr. Graves, 
at such place and time, and with such weapons, as 
Mr. Cilley might appoint; and in the event of do- 
ing neither, then to expect the most serious conse- 
quences on the spot.” Mr. Webb then added, 
‘should he refuse to fight me at the time, or give 
the pledge required, I shall have no alternative left 
but to shatter his right arm, and thereby prevent 
his meeting my friend.” 

I considered col. Webb bound in honor to take 
the course he suggested, and promptly declared my 
willingness to accompany him. At 10 o’clock I 
was informed by col. Webb, that although he had 
been assured on the evening previous, that Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Cilley would not meet for some 
days, he had reason to believe that he had been in- 
tentionally deceived, and that the meeting would 
take place on that day at 120’clock. At his re- 
quest, I immediately took measures to ascertain 
whether Mr. Cilley was at his lodgings, and finding 
that he was not, col. Webb, Mr. and myself, 
all well armed, took a carriage and repaired to Bla- 
densburg, where it was said the meeting was to 
take place. Before arriving at the ground, col. 
Webb designated the following as the order of pro- 
ceeding—to which we assented, believing it to be 
the only course left him, and demanded by ever 
consideration of duty towards his chivalric frienc, 
Mr. Graves. ‘On reaching the parties,” said col. 
W., «1’ll approach Mr. Cilley and tell him that this 
is ‘my quarrel, and he must 5, me, and that if he 
aims his rifle at my friend, Il shoot him on the 
spot.? We know that upon this, Messrs. Graves 
and Wise will interfere, and that we will be order- 
ed off the ground,—but [ shall tell them that we 
have come prepared to lose our lives or prevent the 
meeting, that it cannot proceed without first dispo- 
sing of us. rom our knowledge of the parties, it 
is probable that some of them will then raise his 
weapon at me, when I shall instantly shoot Cilley, 
and we must proceed to defend ourselves in the 
best way we can.” 

On arriving at the usual duelling ground, we dis- 
covered that the parties were not there, and after 
waiting half an hour, returned to the capitol, when 
col. Webb had a conversation with, and we under- 











stood, requested general Mercer to go to the civil: 
authorities, make a formal complaint in his (col. 
W’s.) name, and cause officers to be despatched in 
every direction todiscover and apprehend the parties. 
We learnt at the capitol, that the parties had only 
been absent about twenty minutes, and that the 
ineeting was to take place at the old magazine. We 
instantly followed in pursuit; but on arriving at the 
place designated, understood that the parties had 
not been there. We were then induced to believe 
that the shore of the Potomac, near the arsenal at 
Greenleaf’s point, was the place of meeting, and 
we followed in pursuit. But here again, we were 
foiled ; and I have since understood that the place 
of meeting was changed to avoid interruption by 
col. W. It now being after three o’clock, P. M. 
we returned to Gadsby’s hotel, and there awaited 
the result. 
It is unnecessary to add what would have been 
the course of col. Webb, if Mr. Graves, instead of 
Mr. Cilley, had been injured. Suffice it to say, 
that his determination was sanctioned by us; and 
however much we deplored it, we could not doubt 
but the extraordinary position in which he would 
then have been placed, would have warranted the 
course determined upon. 
(Signed) 
The foregoing statement of Major is cor- 
rect in all that relates to myself, and to our joint 
proceedings—or in other words, in all its parts of 
which I could have any knowledge, not having 
been present at the time Major *s services 
were sought for and secured. 
(Signed) 














The editors of the New York Journal of Com- 
merce state that the naines affixed to the above were 
Daniel Jackson, of New York, and Maj. W. H. 
Morrell. — 

The “Spy in Washington’ has published the fol- 
lowing as the letter from col. Webb to Mr. Cilley; 
which the latter declined receiving when presented 
by Mr. Graves, and we give it a place as a portion 
of the history of the duel. 

GapsBy’s Hore, 
Washington, Feb. 21st, 1838. , 
To the Hon. Jonathan Cilley: 

Sir—In the Washington Globe of the 12th inst., 
you are reported to have said in the course of the 
debate which took place in the-house of representa- 
tives on that day growing out of a publication made 
in the New York Courier and Enquirer,—He 
(you) knew nothing of this editor, but if it was 
the same editor, who once made grave charges 
against an institution of this country, and after- 
wards was sail to have received facilities to the 
amount of some $52,000 from the same institution, 
and gave it his hearty support, he did not think his 
charges were entitled to much credit in an Ameri- 
can congress.”” 

I deem it my duty to apprise you, sir, that T am 
the editor of the paper in which the letter from the 
“Spy in Washington” charging a member of con- 
gress with corruption, was first published; and the 
object of this communication is to enquire of you, 
whether I am the editor to whom you alluded, and 


your remarks renders necessary. 
Very respecttully, your ob’t serv’t. 
J. WATSON WEBB. 


—— 


The annexed communication from col. Webb, 
written at Philadelphia, was published in the Cou- 
rier and Enquirer: ; 

Philadelphia, Feb. 28, 1838. 

As it is my determination never to allude edito- 
rially, to the recent melancholy affair at Washing- 
ton, except under circumstances which cannot now 
be foreseen, there may be a propriety in briefly re- 
ferring to it at this time. 

Some of my contemporaries have alluded to my 
apparent desire to get into difficulties of this na- 
ture, but inthis they do me great injustice; and I 
may with safety appeal to those who are familiar 
with the circumstances under which I have actually 
gone into the field, and sought to take others there, 
that I have never acted under, or exhibited a spirit 
of revenge, or been actuated by any other feelings 
than those which should be the guide of every gen- 
tleman. 

The true secret of my repeated difficulties is to 
be found in the fact, that I will not subscribe to 
the aboininable doctrine, that in becoming an editor, 
I ceased to be agentleman! Thisinsult to the press 
of our country, had its origin in the cowardly feel- 
ings of certain senators from Mississippi; and in 
consequence of their example, every political de- 
magogue, who succeeds in obtaining a seat in 
congress, lays it down as an dxiom that editors are 
not gentlemen, and may be assailed without entitling 





them to any claim for redress. 


if so, to ask the explanation which the character of 


ee 
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The prominent iar bos of the Courier anq E 
quirer, and the wide dissemination of the infamon, 
slander that I had been bribed by the Bank oj th. 
United States—a slander which had its origi, 
the malevolence of Churchill C. Cambreleng—},. 
unfortunately consigned Mr. Cill-y to the tomb 
and attached to ine the imputation of seeking pot, 
riety, by aiming to establish the reputation of a 
duellist. Those who know me, are well Neen 
that neither vindictiveness nor malice constitu te 
any portion of my character; and that where | have 
sought redress, I have been actuated by a deo, 
sense of what was due to myself and family, and 
not by the desire of shedding human blood. Neayj, 
six years have now elapsed since Mr. Cambj¢. 
leng’s false charge was first made against me. It 
is known to be false by every-mman of ordinary jy. 
telligence in the country, and yet it is annually 
repeated on the floor of congress! Now I appo;| 
to any man of proper feeling, who is himself th, 
father of a family, whether he could calmly submit 
to the reflection that this foul calumny must do. 
scend to his children as perhaps the only legacy of 
one whom, while living, they loved and honor) 
I think not; and without any disrespect to the {eg 
ings of the public, I may be permitted to say, that 
I have long since determined to put an end to {his 
slander at all hazards. 

In pursuance of this unaltered and unalterable 
determination, I have endeavored to hold members 
of congress responsible for the repetition of wha 
they well knew to be a slander; and when I have 
been met by the plea that an editor of a paper jg 
not a gentleman, I have had the additional mortif. 
cation of knowing that a portion of the press, want. 
ing in duty to itself, unfeelingly endeavors to pre. 
judice the public mind, both as to the object I have 
in view and the character of the plea by which 
that object is souglit to be avoided. 

Every man is. of right, the sole judge of what is 
due to his own honor; and while no one can enter. 
tain greater respect for public opinion than I do, | 
must be permitted to say, I can never be so {ar 
controlled by it as to suffer any respectable person 
to circulate the slander alluded to, without chis- 
tisement of some sort. Of course I can never again 
ask a friend to be the bearer of a message to any 
member of congress. The cowardly plea which 
members of that body have adopted to screen theis- 
selves from punishment, will thus far prove eilect- 
ual; but they must not imagine that they are there- 
fore beyond my reach. Time may demonstrate 
that snch a conclusion would be erroneous; and if 
there are those connected with the press who ar 
prepared to censure my conduct because they are 
willing to submit to the decision that their proles- 
sion is not consistent with the character or the 
feelings of a gentleman, I can only enter my pro- 
test against their acquiescence in such deep «s- 
grace being considered binding upon me. 

One word in relation to the recent duel, and | 
have done. Mr. Cilley, in his last interview wit 
Mr. Graves, said all, and even more than was re 
quired of him; and this, under the impulse of bis 
own feelings, he was ready to commit to writiny, 
But he unfortunately fell into the hands of Bento 
and Duncan—men as void of character as they at 
of political honesty—and these ruffians believing 
that the life of Mr. Graves was at stake, 1n conse 
quence of Mr. Cilley’s wonderful accuracy 1D rifle 
shooting, persuaded him to withhold his assent ' 





» TO 
what Mr. Graves had already reduced to writing, 


and thereby indirectly implicate his veracity. To 
Mr. Cilley’s weakness in listening to such dis 
honorable advice, and the anxiety of Messrs. Bet: 
ton and Duncan for the life of Mr. Graves, is the 
melancholy fate of Mr. Cilley solely to be attribu- 
ted. His blood is on their heads; and sooner" J 
later the public will properly appreciate their in- 
strumentality in this melancholy tragedy. O! . 
efforts to prevent it, I need not speak—the racls 
are fairly before the public, and in the consciol™” 
ness that I have only done what my duty to mys¢! 
and my family rendered imperative, lt rely 
my conduct being duly appreciated by all whos 


. dl .> 7 * 
good opinion it is my desire to retain. 


J. WATSON WEBB. 


From the “ Globe” of Wednesday night. % 

We have been furnished with the following ” 
publication: 8 
Washington City, March 6, 1839. 


Sir: I enclose you three printed paragraphs, ©" 


from newspapers, having relation to the inqu? 
with which the committee of which you are acs 
man has been charged by the house of x: ego 
tives. The first is taken from a letter written us 
Philadelphia ; the second from a letter tte i 
this city ; and the third is taken from the edi m 
head of the New York Courier and Enquirer; ° 





° rt 
all of them attributing the death of Mr. Cilley '° 
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EN in ceed A o,e 
my counsels and contrivances. The positiveness 
with which the writers of these paragraphs detail 
the circumstances which enable them to charge me 
with the death of Mr. Cilley, may present them as 
roper witnesses to be examined in relation to that 
event; and, if so, I have to request that I may be 
allowed to be present at their examination. 

In the mean time, justice to the dead, who can 
no longer speak for himself, and a due regard to the 
object of these coincident movements from three 
cities, induce me to say that, so far as my name is 
concerned, there is not one particle of truth in the 
statements of these paragraphs. So far from coun- 
selling with Mr. Cilley, and preventing him from 
admitting the true report of his conversations with 
Mr. Graves, it happens to be the fact that I never 
caw Mr. Cilley, to know him, but once in his life, 
and that at the commencement of the session, when 
he did me the honor to call upon me in company 
with Mr. Pierce, of the senate; and that no com- 
munication of any kind, written or verbal, direct or 
indirect, personal or political, has ever taken place 
betweenus. Instead of contriving and creating this 
duel, it so happened that my first knowledge of it 
was received in my chair in the senate, on Friday, 
from Mr. Haight, the sergeant-at-arms, who men- 
tioned it to me asa town talk; my next knowledge 
of it was from Mr. Pierce, of the senate, and at my 
place in the senate ; so that I was in arrear of the 
town talk on the subject. With respect to this 
wonderful rifle firing, of which I am represented to 
have been the superintendent, and to have express- 
ed such high admiration, it happens to be the fact 
that I have not seen a rifle fired in twenty years. 
With respect to Mr. Graves, whose death I am 
charged with su anxiously contriving, it so happens 
that I do not know the person of that gentleinan; 
that not a word of any kind has ever passed between 
us; that I do not know that he has ever spenta 
thought upon me, and am certain that his existence 
even was unthought of by me at the time I am 
charged with planning his death. With respect to 
Dr. Duncan, with whom I ain charged with being 
in consultation nearly all the week, I have no re- 
collection of baving seen him until after mid-day 
on Saturday, when he and others stopped at Mr. 
Jones’s door, which is next door to mine, on their 
way out, and when tmy counsels can be stated by 
others nore appropriately than by myself. 

Reserving any further details for a more suitable 
occasion, I have to request you to lay this letter, 
with its enclosure, before the committee of which 
you are chairman, for such action upon it as they 
may think proper to have. 

Respectfully, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 


To the Hon. Mr. Toucey, chairman, §c. 

[For the paragraph quoted here by Mr. Benton, 
see that portion of Mr. Webb’s letter above, com- 
mencing, ‘One word,” &c.] 


Extract from a letter, dated Washington, Feb. 26, 
1328, published in the New York Courier and En- 
quirer. 

“Immediately after the conversation, Mr. Graves 
addressed a letter to Mr. Cilley, recapitulating the 
substance of the conversation, and requesting him 
to reduce it to writing. Herenpon a consultation 
took place between Mr. Cilley, Mr. Duncan of the 
house, Mr. Benton of the senate, and several others, 
the result of which was a reply late in the evening, 
wherein Mr. Cilley refused to recognise so much 
of Mr. Graves’s report of their conversation as rela- 
ted to col. Webb, and said that he neither admitted 
hor denied his claims to be considered a gentleman. 
Chis was virtually questioning Mr. Graves’ vera- 
city, and he insisted upon an admission in writing 
of what had occurred in their personal interview. 
But under the advisement of Mr. Benton and others, 


It Was refused, and we all know the melancholy 
termination of the affair.” 


Extract from the New York Courier and Enquirer. 
ue He (Mr. Cilley] is said to have practised on 

ursday and Friday last under the superinten- 
‘ace of Mr. Benton, when that personage declar- 
“d, either on hearing or seeing the result of his 
Practice, that at eighty yards he could kill any man 
in the world. He is said to have hit eleven times— 
eight times within the circumference of a dollar— 
and the whole eleven times within the space which 
Could be covered by a man’s hand.” 


From the New York Evening Post of the 2nd inst. 


“ Mr. James Watson Webb caps the climax of his 
pen ruffian-like conduct by announcing, under his 
Aye Signature, in his paper of this morning, that he 

etermined to inflict chastisement of some sort 





upon every respectable person who shall dare to 
speak of his having been bribed to support.the late 
United States Bank. It is probable this threat may 
silence some ; but I trust there are yet more who 
will despise it as utterly as the wretch who pro- 
claims it ought to he despised by every honorable 
man. For my own part, while the proof that this 
atrocious braggart’s services were bought and paid 
for by the United States Bank exists on the endur- 
ing records of the national legislature, I, for one, 
shall never hesitate to speak freely my sentiments 
of the contemptible apostate. I am willing to ac- 
knowledge that he is, technically and etymologi- 
cally, a gentleman—that is, that this father and 
grandfather were Pg tig a men, and that some 
few gentlemen lend him their countenance in soci- 
ety—but as for himself, I hold him to be one of the 
basest and most craven braggarts that ever disgrac- 
ed the human form. If every man and woman in 
this community should speak their true opinion of 
him, it would be found that bnt few voices would 
dissent from that which I have here expressed. I 
say this, not because I have any desire to obtrude 
wyself personally before the community, but be- 
cause, in the face of sucha defiance as that thrown 
out in the Courier of this morning, I deetn it the 
duty of those who have heretofore spoken plainly 
of this creature’s character, to show that they are 
not to be intimidated by his bluster from continu- 
ing freely to express their sentiments. 


WM. LEGGETT. 
New York, March 2, 1838. 





FRONTIER INTELLIGENCE. 


. Extract from a letter dated 
St. LAwrenceE co. N. Y. Feb. 26, 1838. 

The forces began to arrive at French creek on 
Tuesday afternoon and evening, and large quanti- 
ties of arins and ammunition were received there. 
Van Rensseleer was there; and they did not imbody 
men on the American soil, (acting, in this respect, 
under the advice of counsel) but transported their 
arms and ammunition to Hickory island—a small 
British island lying between Grindstone and Long 
islands—and the men began to repair hither. They 
had about 4,000 stand of arins, 20 barrels car- 
tridges, 500 long pikes, (a very eflicient article, 
manufactured for the occasion) and plenty of pro- 
visions. Onthe island, the only shelter was a small 
log house and a barn. On Wednesday, the men 
gathered on the island to the number of 3,000. The 
day was cold, and the men suffered from exposure. 
Mackenzie, it seems, was dissatisfied that Van 
Rensselaer was to command, and neither he nor 
Gibson attended at all. ‘This threw a damper on 
the whole proceeding: the Jefferson men would not 
take arms. Van Rensselaer, it is said, offered to 
march into Canada in the ranks, with his knapsack 
and musket, under any command, with 100 men; 
but on calling for volunteers, the first time there 
appeared 83, from St. Lawrence and Salt Point, 
and all told: second, 71 appeared; and the third time 
only 35 would volunteer. They then concluded to 
disperse, and by great exertions of the leaders, 
enough were kept together to remove the arms, &c. 
to French creek; and then they fled, “every man 
to his tent,”? or rather to his own home. 

Thus ends the affair, and I presume no further 
agitation will be kept up onthis frontier. Macken- 
zie has showed himself equally selfish, heartless, 
unprincipled, and cowardly; and so great is the re- 
vulsion of feeling here, that I verily believe, if he 
should venture here again, he would be handed 
over to the tender mercies of the Canadians, with- 
out ceremony or pity. 


From the New York Journal of Commerce. 
The news of the plunder of the United States 
arsenal at Elizabethtown, Essex county, N. Y. 
published in our morning edition, is confirmed. 
The robbery took place on the night of the 25th 
ult. A letter from Mr. Hand, the keeper, to the 
state authorities at Albany, says one thousand mus- 
kets with fixed bayonets were stolen, twenty-six 
rifles, twenty pairs of pistols, a large quantity of 
knapsacks, and perhaps a pep hes of cartridge 
boxes. Entrance was effected at the back door, by 
means of aniron bar. The stolen arms, says the 
Albany Argus, “tare supposed to have been taken 
in several sleighs, and were tracked north. Mes- 
sengers had been sent in every direction, but Mr. 
H. believes that the property is secreted within a 
few miles, unless it has been transported into Ver- 
mont. The guns were mostly old. but recently 
cleaned, polished, and oiled. Mr. H. had applied 
promptly to Gen. Wool for aid in the recovery of 
the property.” This officer, according to a letter 
in the Albany Journal, has several companies of 
militia at his disposal, but no regulars. Another 
letter in the same paper states that the teams which ’ 





carried off the stolen property came fram Westport 
and Lewis. 

On the night previous to the above outrage, the 
state arsenal at Batavia was again broken open, 
and robbed of one hundred muskets and 1,000 Ibs. 
of powder. on 
From the Albany Argus. 


Despatches are from gen. Wool to the 25th, in- 
clusive, dated at head-quarters, Champlain. The 
early indications of quiet had given place to a revi- 
val of the Canadian war spirit; and recently per- 
sons had been actively engaged in collecting and 
concentrating between Champlain and Plattsburg 
supplies of cannon, carriages, ball, sinall arms and 
ainmunition, with the avowed intention of invading 
Canada, the first favorable opportunity, at three 
points, viz: at Swanton, Vermont, Plattsburg; and 
at some point between Ogdensburg and Watertown. 
The main attack, it was believed, was intended to 
proceed from the Champlain frontier. These cir- 
cumstances had induced gen. Wool to call for 
three companies of infantry militia, aud some thirty 
or forty mounted men. This corps had been judi- 
ciously distributed at the proper passes, with guards 
near the patriots’ depots, with instruction to detain 
them the moment their removal should be attempt- 
ed: and the greatest vigilance was exercised to pre- 
vent and arrest these movements, and with expect- 
ed success. A material change had taken place in 
the public mind; so much so, that it was thought 
general W. would be able to obtain a volunteer 
force sufficient to answer all present purposes. 

The movement frem the neighborhood of Og- 
densburg, we know, has proved an entire failure; 
the poor creatures who composed the expedition 
having returned, half frozen, without setting foot 
on the main shore of Canada. The most valiant 
of them, however, did cross the line, and took pos- 
session of Hickory island—a feat which we sup- 
pose might have been accomplished by one man, 
as easily as by three companies. By the last ac- 
counts, general Skinner, who had been deputed by 
general Wool for the service, with orders to call 
out a battalion from general Hazleton’s brigade, 


g | had reached Watertown, and would proceed forth- 


with to French creek, and endeavor to secure the 
arms, etc. belonging to the state. 
PROCLAMATION. 
By William L. Marcy, governor of the state of 
New York. 

Whereas information has been communicated 
to me that the arsenals belopging to this state, 
situated at Batavia, in the county of Genesee at 
Watertown, in the county of Jefierson; and at 
Elizabethtown, in the county of Essex, have been 
recently broken open and a part of the property of 
the state deposited in them has been stolen there- 
from, I do hereby offer a reward of $250, in addi- 
tion to a like sum offered by the keeper of the state 
arsenal at Batavia, to any person who will furnish 
information that shall lead to the detection and 
conviction of the offenders. I do further offer the 
sum of $500 to any person who shall give informa- 
tion that shall Jead to the detention and conviction 
of the persons who broke open the arsenal at 
Elizabethtown and stole property of the state there. 
from; which said rewards is to be paid on the con- 
viction of the offenders. And I do furthermore of- 
fer the sum of $250, in addition toa like sum offer- 
ed by the keeper of the arsenal at Watertown, 
to any one who will give such information as shall 
lead to the discovery and conviction of the persons 
who broke open the arsenal at that place and stole 
the property of the people of this state therefrom; 
the said sum to be paid on conviction of the offend- 
ers. And whereas, also, several pieces of ordnance 
belonging to the people of this state have been sto- 
len and carried away from those who had posses- 
sion thereof on behalf of this state, I do hereby 
offer the sum of $100 as a reward to any person 
who will give information which shall lead to the 
apprehension and conviction of the persons guilty 
of forcibly and feloniously taking and carrying 
away any piece of ordnance or cannon, the proper- 
ty of this state, from any gun-house, or from the 
persons having possession thereof; and I do hereby 
call upon all magistrates, sheriffs, and civil officers, 
to be vigilant and active in their efforts to bring to 
justice the persons who have committed any of the 
aforesaid offences. 

Given under my hand and the privy seal of New 
[x. s.] York, the first day of March, one thou- 

sand eight hundred and thirty-eight. 
: W. L. MARCY. 

Joun A Drx, Secrelary of state. 


The “Globe” of Tuesday night contains the 
following: 

A report has been received from colonel Worth, 
at Buffalo, stating that the arms, ammunition, and 
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artillery, stolen from the state arsenal at Batavia, 
have been recovered. They were found in the 
possession of about seventy men, who were en- 
camped several miles higher up the lake, and 
about three miles from either shore. The men 
were ordered to disperse and return to our shore, 
where many arrests were made by the district 
attorney; of whom five, including Burnham and 
Holmes, first and second in command, were con- 
ducted to Buffalo, and are now undergoing exami- 
nation with the most abundant testimony, having 
been caught in the fact. In the course of the pre- 
liminary examination, it was clearly established 
that the final movement was to be made on the 
night of the 27th, before which some six or eight 
hundred men were waiting in the immediate neigh- 
borhood to join. 


From the Buffalo Com. Advertiser, March 1. 

Early this morning we received by express, the 
following intelligence, which, as it comes official- 
ly, may be depended upon as correct. 

Gen. Scott arrived at Monroe, Michigan, on the 
25th ult. On the 24th, a party of patriots took 
possession of a sinall island in the Detroit river, on 
the Canada side, and the next day were dislodged 
by the British batteries, anc escaped to the Ameri- 
can shore. 

There were about 150 in number, and were im- 
mediately disarmed by brig. gen. Brady, and suf- 
fered to disperse. 

A deputy marshal is in pursuit of the leader, the 
patriot adjutant gen. McLeod. 

No other expedition has attempted to cross the 
frontier in that region. This is the fourth Navy 
island expedition. 

The Kingston Chronicle gives further particulars 
of the threatened invasion of Canada. <A despatch 
was received at that place, stating that the patriots 
were concentrating their forces with an intention 
of making an attack upon Kingston or Gananoque, 
on the night of the 22d of February. The militia, 
under major Fitzgerald, were fully prepared to re- 
ceive them, and mustered to the number of 1600 
bayonets. The patriots are stated tu have been 
about 200 strong. An account of what transpired 
on our own frontier at the same time is given 
by the Ogdensburg Republican. Mackenzie had 
been visiting that vicinity some weeks since, and 
had addressed our citizens at that place and at 
Canton. On his return to Plattsburg, a conven- 
tion was held somewhere in St. Lawrence county 
or in Jefferson, and @ plan of operations concerted. 
The passing and repassing of many strangers in- 
duced the belief that a general rising was about to 
take place on the frontier, and an attack made upon 
Kingston on the 22d. Three thousand men, with 
arms, ammunition, and provisions, poured into 
French creek like a torrent. Fearing a visit from 
the United States’ authorities, they removed to 
Hickory island, on the Canada side, 24 miles from 
Kingston. The next step was to call for volun- 
teers from among this chivalric host, when eighty- 
six! responded to the appeal. This was a damper. 
The lookers-on bore the saine portion to the actors 
as in other farces, and activity became the order of 
the day. The play was ended, and che audience 
retired. 





HON. FELIX GRUNDY’S LETTER, 
On the Tennessee resolutions of instruction. 
Wasninaton City, Feb. 6, 1838. 
To the member's of the general assembly of the state 
of Tennessee-who voted for the following resolu- 
tion: 

‘‘Resolved, therefore, by the general assembly of 
the state of Tennessee, That our senators be in- 
structed, and our representatives in congress be 
requested, to vote against any law which may pro 
pose to enforce the su’)-treasury system of finance, 
recommended by the president of the United States 
in his message to congress of the 4th day of Sep- 
tember, 1837.” 

Gentlemen: I received, last evening, the forego- 
ing instructions from the legislature of the state I, 
in part, have the honor to represent in the senate 
of the United States, and hasten to inform you of 
the course I shall feel it my duty to pursue. 

I have always been an advocate for the right of 
instruction, and holding that right as belonging to 
the immediate constituency of the representative; 
I also hold that it is the duty of the representative 
to obey; that is the state legislature possesses the 
right to instruct the senators from their state in 
congress, as to any particular measure, and the 
people possess the right to instruct their immediate 
representatives. 





infraction of the constitution; nor am I required, 
by a compliance with your instructions, to inflict 
a direct and vital injury upon my country. You, 
by your instructions, have taken upon yourselves 
the responsibility of the vofe I am required to give, 
and I am relieved from it. The people will look 
to you as the principal, and to me merely as the 
agent, in performing an act expressly required by 
those in whom I recognise the power to instruct. 
I therefore shall obey, in good faith, your in- 
structions as expressed in yourresolution, and shall 
vote against the bill, in all its stages, precisely in 
the same way I should do wereI opposed to it my- 
self, and not follow the example of those senators 
of the opposition who have felt at liberty to disobey 
the instructions of their state legislatures. 

If my political principles would allow me to do 
so, perhaps a case cannot be imagined where 
stronger circumstances could exist in justification 
of a course different from the one I have adopted. 
You were elected as members of the legislature in 
August last. Before that time, nothing had been 
said publicly among the people of the state in re- 
gard to the collection, safe-keeping, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue. Consequently, your 
election furnishes no indication of public opinion 
on this subject, because the question was not then 
considered, and was not before the people. 

_ The president’s message, at the special session 
in September, first disclosed the views of the ad- 
ministration upon this subject. This document 
could not have been seen by many of your consti- 
tuents before you left home for the seat of govern- 
ment, where you convened on the first Monday in 
October. Therefore, most of you could not have 
had an opportunity of ascertaining the sentiments 
of your constituents before you met in October. I 
am also constrained to believe that such was the 
fact, as to your means of knowing the views of your 
constituents on this measure, from the obvious 
consideration that had you really known that their 
opinions were against it, your respect for those 
opinions must have led you to immediate and 
prompt action on the subject. How, otherwise, 
can you justify your condnct in delaying to act till 
the 18th day of January, 1838. 

Neither have I heard of any memorials or remon- 
strances, indicating the public sentiment, that have 
been sent to you, requiring you to interpose be- | 
tween me and my vote on this subject. 

You met on the first Monday in October last, 
and have continued in session ever since. I can- 
not, therefore, but think it improbable, if not im-' 
possibie, that the people have impelled you to this_ 
measure; because, but few of you, since the com- | 
mencement of your session, have visited your con- | 
stituents, and I have not understood that any of 
you before your election or since, have been in- 
structed by them. 

I have noticed in the newspapers one political | 
meeting having been held in Nashville, to instruct 
the Davidson meiwbers on other subjects; but this 
measure, on which you instruct ine, was not named. 

Further. lf it were for the public interest for you 
to act in this matter, why did you not act more 
promptly upon the president’s message, which ap- 
beh in September last; and the bill introduced 

y the finance committee at the special session? 
For three months and a half after you met, and 
knew what measures were recommended by the 
executive branch of the government, you remain- 
ed silent, permitting your senators to exercise their 
own judgments; and not till a few days past did I 
hear that you were earnestly engaged, in one 
branch of the legislature, in passing your instruc- 
tions. 

It cannot be supposed that you were waiting to 
know what measures would be proposed, for you 
had the last message of the peers early in De- 
cember, in which he adhered to his former recom- 
mendation. 

As to the bill which might be brought forward 
by the finance committee in reference to the mea- 
sure recommended in the message, you did not see 
it before you adopted your resolutions, at least in 
one branch of the general assembly. 

The bill reported by the finance committee, 
known as the sub-treasury bill, and which you 
could not have considered when you instructed me, 
differs in several important particulars from the 
bill of the special session, and, with proper modifi- 
cations, I feel confident that some of you, as well 
as myself would pronounce it a measure of great 
public utility. Yet without knowing any of the 
provisions of the bill, or how it might be amended 
or changed in the senate, you have instructed me 
to vote against it. 

You thus see, that if I were disposed to depart 
from, or evade, the principles I have long pro- 








You have instructed me to vote against a parti- 
cular measure. To vote against it will involve no 





is no evidence that your instructions are in accord. 
ance with the will of the people of Tennessep 
with whom rests the paramount right or power to 
instruct; and, in the next place, because you in. 
struct me to vote against a bill, of the contents of 
which you were wholly ignorant, never having 
seen it. ° 

But, sirs, the abuse of a right does not prove that 
it does not exist, and it is better to adhere to sound 
principles, although sometimes errors may be com: 
mitted in the application of those principles by men 
who have the management of public affairs, than 
to abandon any of those fundamental doctrines op 
which the people must rely to carry out, in practice 
the representative principle itself. 

I therefore waive all exceptions to your proceed. 
ings, and shall vote upon this measure, when jt 
comes before me, according to your instructions. 
In doing this, I act upona great principle, which | 
deem essential in a free representative government, 
and hope you will not suppose, for a moment, that 
[ am influenced, in the slightest degree, by a desire 
to conciliate your favor, beyond the simple dis. 
charge of my duty. 

Having thus explicitly stated the course I shall 
pursue, I should consider myself altogether inex. 
cusable, were I to omit bringing to your notice some 
important considerations connected with this sub. 
ject. 

You instruct me to vote against a particular 
measure. You are obeyed. What am I next to 
do? You, at least some of you, as I know, have 
been vehement in your complaints against those 
who administer the government and their friends, 
for not doing something to relieve the embarrass. 
ments of the times. 

A distinct recommendation is made by the presi- 
dent, and the subject is brought before congress 
for its decisive action. You say that the measure 
recommended by the president will not do; and tell 
me to vote against it. Thisinstructs me negatively 
as to what I am not to do, but gives me no light 
whatever as to what I am to do, affirmatively. If 
you had only vouchsafed to have told what would 
answer the purpose and meet the exigency, you 
would have relieved the public as well as myself 
from great anxiety, and from the negative position 
in which you have placed me, of being obliged to 
prevent, (so far as my vote may vo,) any thing be- 
ing done to relieve the country. 

You say the patient is very sick, and will die, 
unless immediate relief be afforded. The president 
ef the United States, who is admitted by all parties 
to possess talents of the highest order, as well as 
great experience, has given his opinion as to the 
appropriate rernedy. You condemn it; declare it 
will kill the patient if applied; and yet you leave 
the patient in his suffering condition, and will not 
disclose the panacea that, in your opinion, would 
effect acure. Now this, it seems to me, is precise- 
ly the condition in which you have placed your- 
selves. 

I am aware that the leaders of the opposition, in 
other parts of the country, say that a bank of the 
United States would afford a remedy for existing 
evils; but this I am constrained to believe 1s not 
your opinion, from the following evidence. A pro- 
position to instruct the Tennessee senators in con- 
gress to vote for a bank of the United States, was 
brought forward at an early period in your session. 
You failed to act upon it, and no such instructions 
were adopted. From this fact, but one inference 
can be drawn, which is, that you did not desire 
the establishment of such an institution. There- 
fore, if I were inclined to vote for a United States 
bank, as the remedy, (which I am not,) you have 
thrown an obstacle in the way by your conduct, 
which implies that you would disapprove of such 
a course; and more especially, as, according to my 
recollection, there stands on the journals of former 
sessions of the general assembly or Tennessee, le- 
gislative condemnations of a national bank in al- 
most every form; and these you have not rescinde 
or revoked. It is true, I have heard it suggested 
that the opinions and situation of my colleague 10 
the senate prevented your acting as you otherwise 
would have done on the subject of a national bank, 
against which he stands committed. 

I wiil give no credence to an intimation so dis- 
reputable to the majority of the legislature of IJ 
own state. It cannot be that members of the g¢ 
neral assembly of Tennessee would forego what 
they deemed a great public benefit, to favor an) 
individual whatever. They would indeed be ' 
change the good old maxim of ‘‘measures nol men, 
into men, not measures, which I am sure, none : 
you will venture to avow, before those who have 
honored you with their confidence. 


I think, therefore, I may fairly conclude that you 





fessed, you have furnished as fair an opportunity 
as I could desire; because, in the first place, there 


are not only opposed to the particular measures as 
instruct me to vote against, but also oppose 0 















































—_ 


cord. 
sSee, 
ver to 
yu in. 
nts of 
aving 


e that 
sound 
coms 
y men 
, than 
1€S8 ON 
ctice, 


ceed. 
hen it 
‘tions, 
hich [ 
iment, 
it, that 
desire 
le dis. 


I shall 
r inex. 
e some 
is sub- 


‘ticular 
next to 
v, have 
t those 
friends, 
yarrass- 


e presi- 
ongress 
neasure 
and tell 
gatively 
no light 
ely. If 
it would 
cy, you 

inyself 
position 
liged to 
ring be- 


will die, 
resident 
} parties 
well as 
is to the 
eclare it 
ou leave 
will not 
», would 
precise- 
pd your- 


sition, in 
nk of the 
existing 
ve js not 
A pro- 

$s in con- 
ates, was 
r session. 
tructions 
inference 
ot desire 
T here- 
‘ed States 
rou have 
conduct, 
e of such 
ing to my 
of former 
vessee, le- 
ank in al- 
rescinded 
suggested 
league 10 
otherwise 
ynal bank, 


‘on so dis- 
ure of my 
of the £°¢- 
rego what 
favor any 
eed be 0 
nol men, 
re, none 0 
who have 


je that you 
asures you 
ypose to & 











NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 10, 1838—NEW YORK AND THE SUB-TREASURY. 21 








es 
United States bank. You will perceive that I am 
rmed in this conclusion by the fact that you 
are an instructing legislature. ln some states they 
never instruct their senators, — They say that they 
are opposed to the practice, if not being founded 
on principle; and such is understood to be the 
creed of a large party inthe country. But this is 
not the case with you. You instruct where you 
wish to do so, to insure a vote against a specific 
measure; and you refuse to instruct where the in- 
struction proposed to be given is contrary to your 
opinions and wishes. a 

This is shown in the proceedings of the majority 
of the legislature at your recent session. Resolu- 
tions were before you for instructing your sena- 
tors to vote against one measure, and to vote for 
another. You adopted the resolutions instructing 
the senators to vote against the sub-treasury systein 
of finance, and did not adopt those instructing them 
to vote for a United States bank. Hence, the con- 
clusion is irresistible that you were in favor of the 
first instruction, and against the last. 

Thus the treasury bill, for the collecting, safe- 
keeping, and disbursing the revenue, which is the 
remedy proposed by the friends of the administra- 
tion, and a United States bank, which is the great 
panacea of the opposition, being both rejeeted and 
negatived by you, what remains? 

Nothing, that I can think of, but the present depo- 
sile sysiem. This, no donbt, three-fourths of you 
have often censured and condemned; in fact, the 
very preamble to your present resolutions contains 
an unequivocal condemnation of it. I am, there- 
fore, left to my belief that you are opposed to the 
continuance of that system. Butif you are not 
so, and do really think favorable of it, how easily 
could you have said so, in your instructing resolu- 
tions, and then I should have known that, in la- 
boring to amend and rectify that system, and ren- 
der it safe, 1 was fulfilling the wishes of my in- 
structors. 

We, who are here, see daily developed the plan 
of the opposition, which is to embarrass the admin- 


confi 





istration by thwarting its measures, and, at the 
same time, to propose no measure themseives to 
extricate the country and the public revenue and | 
credit from existing difficulties. I will not, how- 
ever, permit myself fora moment to believe that 
you are acting under any sort of dictation or in- 
structions, emanating froin this quarter. Common 
courtesy, and the relation I bear towards you, for- 
bid such an idea, although I cannot deny the fact 
that there is (accidentally, no doubt) a remarkable 
coincidence between your course and that of the 
opposition here. 

Perhaps you have not distinctly understood my 
sentiinents in relation to the collection, safe-keep- 
ing, and disbursement of the public money. 

The principle, for the establishment of which I 
have felt anxious, is that a separation between the 
government and all banks should take place, so as 
to prevent the public money, (which ought ta be 
collected only to pay the expenses and for support 
of the general government,) from being used for 
banking purposes; er in other words, from being 
banked or discounted on; which must involve the 
public credit in all the hazards and losses of private 
business transactions. All beyond this is matter 
of detail, about which } have never felt any great 
solicitude, provided this great objeet should be 
attained, and the money be forthcoming, when 
Wanted to meet the exigencies of the government, 
without being so mixed up with banks and busi- 
hess concerns, as, in times of great embarrassment 
Or excessive trade, to leave the government without 
its means, in order to enable those who have used 
those means, through the banks, to return them at 
their convenienee. 

I consider such a separation as I have named as 
very desirable, both for the banks and for the go- 
vernment; and wntif it shall be-accomplished, the 
community will be periodically aflticted by those 
€xpansions and contractions of bank issues which 
are incident to, and produeed by, the deposite and 
Withdrawal of the public money from the posses- 
*10n of banks who hold it with permission to loan it. 

Besides all these weighty considerations, at this 
Moment, in a time of profound peace aud great na- 
Honal prosperity, we find the Rooted all over the 
ountry (including the late United States bank, 
Under its state charter) with their vaults closed, 
and the banks that were used for receiving depos- 
ites to be loaned refusing to pay to the government 
d © money which has been placed with them on 

posite. The consequence is, that while the mo- 
ey of the government has been invested by these 
— in doubtful or deferred loans to the trading 
nmunity, it has been obliged to resort to an issue 

Rg ca notes to pay the public expenditures, 

as produced considerable inconvenience ; 





Ut should such an occurrence take place (as it 


would be almost certain to do) in time of war, dis- 
grace and ruin, and national bankruptcy and dis- 
honor, would be its inevitable consequences. 

Such a disaster, too, would be quite as likely to 
happen from inability on the part of the hanks, as 
from design; to either or both of which the govern- 
ment must be subjected: and it would be more 
likely to oecur where one bank had the custody of 
all the public treasure than where it should be in 
the custody of many banks; because a single bank 
could act with more direct concert in thwarting 
the government, or in withholding its means, to 
effect any favorite object of its own, or of a poli- 
tical party. 

I presume that none of you would hazard the 
opinion that the bills of non-specie paying banks 
should be received in payment of the public dues. 
If, however, such an opinion should be entertained 
by any of you, you must perceive, on reflection, 
that no just discrimination could be made between 
banks that may ultimately be found solvent, and 
those whose potes are not worth six cents in the 
dollar. Would you undertake to maintain that the 
government shall be compelled to receive and col- 
leet its debts in bank paper, which no individual 
can be compelled to receive for a debt due to him? 
No man in the community can be compelled to 
take any thing for debts due him but gold and sil- 
ver; then why should the government be coerced 
to take depreciated paper? 

So far from the friends of the administration at- 
tempting, as is unjustly charged upon them, to 
make one currency for the people and another for 
the government, their effort is to place the govern- 
ment precisely on the same footing,in this respect, 
as that which every individual in the United States 
now occupies. Besides, can any thing be clearer 
than that congress, by authorizing any thing but 
gold and silver, or their certain equivalent, to be 
received in collecting the public revenue, would 
violate that provision in the constitution which de- 
clares that ‘‘no preference shall be given by any 


regulation of eommeree or revenve to the ports of | 


one state over the ports of another?” Now, if the 
notes of non-specie paying banks are to be received 
for customs, and the notes of the banks in New 
Orleans and Charleston should be fifteen per cent. 
below specie, white the notes of the banks of New 
York and Philadelphia were only two and a half 
per cent. below specie, and the notes of all these 
banks are receivable, would there not be a plain 
and palpable advantage, and preference given, ‘*by 





| 





changed and confirmed. 
tional difficulties, 1 should look upon an act char- 
tering such an institution, as creating a power dan- 
gerous to the liberties of the people; a power that 
would not merely control the currency and the 
rise and fall of property, but would control the 
government itself. It would hold in its hands the 
means to make war or peace, and to dictate all the 
policy and measures of the government. 


As toa United States bank, my opinion is un- 
Waiving all constita- 


It is all a delusion to suppose that congress, by 


its enactments, could fetter and bind down such an 
institution, with a large capital, and to which all 
the other banking institutions in the country must 
be subservient. 
guards you please, it is still an unshorn SAmpson, 
that will, at pleasure, snap asunder all the liga- 
ments with which you may seek to bind it. ‘The 
late bank of the United States has disregarded the 
very law of its creation, whenever it became its 
interest to do so, as in the case of the investigating 
committee appointed by congress, its exclusion of 
the government directors, &c. and no reason exists 
to authorize a belief that another bank would not 
conduct in a similar manner. 
the government, it would be stronger than the go- 


Place around it what legislative 


If it should oppose 


vernment. If it should unite with the government, 
it would make the government stronger than the 
people. 


In conclusion, I would remark, that you have ex- 


ercised a right which you possessed in instructing 
me, and I have only discharged a duty which you 
have imposed on me, in making this address to you 
as declarative of my views. 
the people of Tennessee, in our different positions. 
Your instructions do not at all conclusively prove 
that I either had done wrong in that respect, or 
should have done wrong, had they not been given. 
They only show a difference of opinion between 
you and inyself, which, in this case, no doubt does 
really exist. But asl understand and shall practice 
upon the right of instruction, it is not based on any 
supposed superiority of the instructing members of 
the legislature over the senators of the state; nor is 
it founded upon the idea that the particular or in- 
dividual opinions and feelings of those members 
who vote to instruct, create any binding obligation 
upon the istructed senator, because these opinions 
and feelings may not be the result of a careful con- 
sideration of thesubject, or a knowledge of the will 
of the people, but may be produced by party preju- 
dices or partialities, stimulated from other sources 


We are co-agents for 


a regulation of revenue,’ to the ports of New Or- | than the people themselves to effeet party purposes. 
leans and Charleston over the ports of New York | On none of these is the right of instruction founded; 
and Philadelphia? This is certainly forbidden by | but it is founded upon the presumption that the 
_members of the legislature, from their great nuwber, 

It has been urged against the democratic party, | their mode of selection from all parts of the state, 
of which I am a member, that we are hostile to! and their supposed conversance with the people 


the constitution. 


state banks. 
stand the sentiments of the party, and I know it to 


be unjust so far as it relates to myself. My only 


wish is, so far as any action of congress is eon- 
cerned, that the banks shall not be permitted to 
trade upon, or on any pretence to loan or use, the 
public money. In this there is no hostility to the 
banks, unless it can be shown that, in addition to 
the other privileges conferred on them by their 
charters, these corporations have a right to claim 
the possession and use of the money belonging to 
the people of the United States, and collected for 
the lawful purposes of government. Nosuch right 
exists; and the banks have no more cause of comn- 
plaint against the government, on this account, 
than they would have against an individual who 
would not let them have his money to loan out and 
trade upon. As to the state banks, I would say, 
the states have created them, and whatever control 
should be exercised over them, ought to proceed 
from the state governments respectively, and not 
from congress, which has no power either to es- 
tablish or abolish them. 

Equally unfounded is the misrepresentation 


made by the opposition respecting an exclusive 


metallic currency for all purposes. It is certainly 
desirable that all banking institutions should so es- 


tablish and secure their metallic basis, as that the 


paper circulation founded upon it may be rendered 


safe, and convertible, in times of depression as well 
as prosperity, into gold and silver, at the will of 


the holder; and that this convertibility shall be sub- 
stantial, and not merely theoretical. 
be highly beneficial to banish all small bills from 


‘circulation, as this would introduce specie into 


common use for the ordinary transactions of life, 


and would also be a protection to the industrious 
classes, who alwavs suffer most in any bank failure, 
because they hold the greatest portion of the small 


bills in circulation. 


But for the accomplishment of these objects, the 
people must look mainly to their state authorities, 


and not to the general government. 


It would also 





This is unfounded so far as I ander- | are the safest exponents of the public will. 


But the great common arbiter, the people them- 


selves, have aight to decide all questions between 
their agents, and they may be of opinion that my 
instructors have instructed me either too much or 
too little: and to them, so far as I am concerned, 
the whole matter is respectfully submitted. 


Your fellow-citizen, 
FELIX GRUNDY. 


NEW YORK AND THE SUB-TREASURY. 


The following preamble and resolutions have 





passed the lower branch of the legislature of New 


York and been transmitted to the senators and re- 


presentatives from that state in congress: 


In AssemBLY, February 14, 1838. 
Whereas, his excellency the governor of this 


state, in his late annual message to the senate and 


: tea) 
assembly, held the following language: 


“If the view I have taken of the origin of 
the difficulties in which the country has been 
involved is correct, they are in a great degree attri- 
butable to the aceumutation of a large surplus re- 
venue by the United States, and the use of it by 
the banks. It is the duty of congress to guard 
against evils from this souree, and itis gratifying 
to perceive that the president of the United States 
has promptly directed their attention to the sub- 


ject, and suggested important changes in the existing 


mode of collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public 
moneys. There can be no question, that it is both 
the right and the duty of the general government, to 
collect the public dues in the Jegal currency or its 
equivalent, and so to kvep its funds that they will 
be safe while they remain with the government, 
and be at its command whenever wanted for dis- 
bursement. Fully concurring in the necessity of 
attaining these results, I am confident that the mea. 
sures necessary to produce them, may be of such a 
eharacter as will not affect injuriously the business 
concerns or the banking institutions of the country. 
One of these measures, and the most destrable among 
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them, is the discontinuance of the use of the banks as 
the fiscal agents of the general government, or such 
a modification of their agency as will effectually pre- 
vent them from using, for any purpose whatsoever, 
the public moneys that may be committed to them for 
safe-keeping. This discontinuance or essential 
modification of their agency will, 1 have no doubt, 
rove mutually beneficial to all parties and to all 
interests. The subject is now before congress, and 
if acted on by that body in the same conciliatory 
spit with which it had been presented to them by 
the president, and with the same sincere desire he 
has evinced to arrive at a right conclusion, I have 
scarcely a doubt they will speedily dispose of it, 
in such a manner as will be safe for the govern- 
ment, satisfactory to the great body of their consti- 
tuents, and conducive to the general welfare.”’ 

And whereas, it is notorious to the assembly, 
and to the country, that the “important changes in 
the existing mode of collecting, keeping, and dis- 
bursing the public money,” suggested by the pre- 
sident of the United States, and above alluded by 
his excellency, have been proposed for adoption in 
the senate of the United States in the form of a bill 
‘to impose additional duties, as depositories, upon 
certain public officers, to appoint receivers general 
of the public money, and to regulate the safe- 
keeping, transfer and disbursement of the public 
money of the United States: therefore, 

Resolved, That this assembly dues solemnly and 
earnestly protest against the passage of the said 
bill, and against the adoption of any scheme on 
the part of the government of the United States, 
whereby the revenues of that government shall be 
required to be col&cted in specie alone, or in any 
other medium than the common currency of the 
country, or whereby the custody of the said re- 
venues shall be committed to the hands of any offi- 
cers or agents, other than those appointed by the 
representatives of the people:— 

Because sucha scheme will require the creation 
of a multitude of new officers, and a large and 


. . . 5 
needless expenditure for its establishment and 


maintenance. 

Because it will render the public moneys in- 
secure—will expose them to embezzlement and 
peculation, and will be used for partisan and cor- 
rupt purposes. 

ecause it will augment to a dangerous extent 
the patronage and influence of the federal go- 
vernment by placing the control of the whole trea- 
sure of the nation in executive hands, through 
the power of appointment to, and removal from 
office. 

Because it is an alarming and “ untried expe- 
dient” in finanee, combining in itself the odious 
features of all the disastrous *‘experiments” which 
have preceded it, and tending directly to the estab- 
lishment of a dangerous engine of despotism, un- 
der the form of a treasury bunk, 

Because, by requiring specie alone in payment 
of all debts to the government, it will place at its 
command a large portion of the coin of the coun- 
try, thereby enabling it to control at pleasure, and 
to destroy the currency created by the states. 


Because its necessary effect will be, even if 
honestly and faithfully administered, to weaken 
and destroy the state banks, by removing from 
their vaults the metallic bases of their circulation. 

Because it will withdraw from the trade, com- 
merce and industry of the country, many millions 
of money, to be locked up, and remain for long 
periods unproductive in the chests or vaults of 
receivers general and other officers, and thereby 
must injuriously affect the business of the people. 

Because it will practically establish one cur- 
rency for the government, and another, and infe- 
rior currency for the people. 

And, finally, because it is recommended by 
nothing in experience or in theory—is in direct 
hostility to the fundamental maxims of free go- 
vernments which refuses to the executive branch 
all control over the public moneys—is pregnant with 
dangers to the business, the credit, the presperity 
aud the liberties of the country: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this assembly, 
the reiterated recommendation of the aforesaid 
scheme by the president of the United States, 
seconded by the approval of his excellency, the 

overnor and the persevering effort made to procure 
its adoption, have deeply alarmed the people of this 
state; and furnish, at this time, a prominent ob- 
struction to the revival of credit and business, and 
a return to specie payments by the banks; and that 
the senators and representatives from this state in 
congress, will best conform their acts and votes to 
the wishes of their constituents, by steadily and 
faithfully opposing its adoption. 

Resolved, That the speaker of the assembly be 





I.. BRADISH, 


Speaker 
J. N. Laxe, Clerk. 





RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 


From the New York Evening Post. 


At a meeting of the officers of the banks of the 
city of New York, held on the 28th of February, 
1838, the committee on ‘the resumption of specie 
payments” subinitted the following report, in part, 
viz. 

In contemplation of the resumption of specie 
payments by the banks of the city of New York 
on, or before the 10th of May next, and under the 
uncertain contingency of a simultaneous or early 
resumption by the banks of some of the other great 
commercial cities, it is incumbent on those of New 
York to adopt all the measures within the limits of 
their resources, which may enable them, not only 
to resume, but also to maintain specie payments. 
Much already has been done in that respect, the 
result, as well of causes not under the control of 
the banks, as of positive action on their part. 

1. It appears, by the annual returns of the bank 
commissioners, that, exclusively of the dry dock 
bank, which is not included in the returns of this 
year, the gross amount of all the liabilities of the 
city banks, payable on demand, deducting there- 
from the notes and checks of other banks held by 
them, and the balances due to them by other banks 
amounted 


On the Ist January, 1836, to - - $26,918,105 
Do. do. 1837, to - - 25,485,287 
Do. do. 1838, to - - 12,920,694 


making a diminution in the liabilities of more than 
twelve millions and a half during the year 1837. 
2. The detailed statements for the Ist January, 
1838, rendered by the several city banks to their 
standing committee, show a balance to their credit 
of more than four millions due to them by the 
banks out of the state, and of more than two mil- 
lions in account with all the banks out of the city. 
Ample means, as also appears by those statements, 
have been provided by the country banks of the 
state for the redemption of their notes which circu- 
late in the city. 
On a view of the whole subject, we may confi- 
dently say that the relative strength of the banks 
is, and at the time of the resumption will be, great- 
er than it was during the last two years, and proba- 
bly at any former time. 
The fall in the rate of foreign exchanges, now 
considerably below par in our city paper, renders 
it absolutely certain that no exportation of specie 
can take place, and more than probable that a con- 
siderable influx may be expected. This fact, now 
indisputable, must have an effect on public opinion, 
and ought to remove the apprehensions of those 
who may have believed our efforts for an early re- 
sumption premature. Secure, as all the banks in 
the United States now are, against foreign demands, 
we are justified in expecting their co-operation. 
If this is obtained, we do not perceive any obstacle 
fo an early, easy, and safe- resumption of specie 
payments. : : 
A continued suspension, on the part of some of 
the other great commercial cities can alone render 
the resumption on our part difficult, and may pre- 
vent a free application of the legitimate resources 
of New York. Yet such is the favorable relative 
state of the balances between this and the other 
parts of the union, that, for the present at least, 
but little difficulty need be apprehended from the 
effect of natural causes. Of deliberate acts of hos- 
tility, as there could be no motive for such, there 
should be no apprehension of them on our part. 
We trust that, supported by the community of this 
city and by the state, the banks will be able to 
surmount all obstacles, and, on or before the tenth 
of May, to resume and maintain specie payments. 


==—= 


representatives in congress, a copy of the foregoing; Whereupon: the report was unanimously adopted 
preamble and resolutions, with a request to present 
the same to both houses. 


by the meeting. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the same be published. 
BENJ’N M. BROWN, Chairman. 

W. W. VermityeE, Secretary. 





DEFERRED ARTICLES. 


SALT MANUFACTURE IN NEW York. The 
Commercial Advertiser makes the following sy. 
nopsis of the annual report of the superintendent 
and inspector of salt in Onondaga county. It ap. 
pears that the quantity of salt manufactured durin 
the year was 2,161,288 bushels ; of which 1,124,679 
bushels were made at Salina; 356,287 bushels at 
Syracuse ; 406,097 at Liverpool, and 272,232 bush. 
els at Geddes. The number of mannfactories jn 
the county is 139, of which 78 are at Salina, 19 at 
Syracuse, 26 at Liverpool, and 16 at Geddes. Dur. 
ing the year three new manufactories were erected 
at Salina, three at Syracuse, two at Geddes, and 
one at Liverpool. containing altogether 350 kettles, 
During the year $129,677 26 for duties were col- 
lected, of which $115,081 83 were paid into the 
state treasury. 

The following table shows the amount of salt in- 
spected annually from 1826 to 1837, and the annu- 
al increase of the same. 


1826 $27,508 increase. 
1827 983,410 155,902 
1828 1,160,888 177,478 
1829 1,289.280 130,392 
1830 1,435,446 144,166 
1831 1,514,037 78,591 
1832 1,652,985 138,948 
1833 1,838,646 185,661 
1834 1,943,252 104,606 
1885 2,200,867 266.615 
1836 1.912.858 

1837 2,161,287 248,429 


AGRICULTURAL WEALTH OF oHTO. From the 
tables attached to the report of the board of public 
works, politely forwarded us by Mr. Foot, we 
compile an exhibit of some of the principal pro- 
ducts of Ohio, in 1837, cleared at the several col- 
lectors offices o11 the Ohio and Miami eanals. 

Barrels of flour 283,479 

Bushels of wheat 733,799 

Pounds bacon and pork 3,879,274 

~ bulk pork 2,953,218 


Barrels pork and beef 82,188 
Pounds of lard 2,468,340 
Kegs of lard 34,954 
Bushels of corn 858,973 
es of oats 99,599 
Barrels of whiskey 34.319 
Pounds of butter 544,706 
" cheese and grease 649,598 
e6 of feathers — 18 121 
ee of dried fruit 99,807 
Bushels <* & 1,742 
<6 Apples and seeds 20,470 
Dozens of brooms 3,607 
Pounds of brooms and handles 30,208 


[ dibany Argus. 


Army statistics. The Baltimore Sun says— 
“Through the politeness of capt Miles, of the U. 
S. A., we are put in posession of the following 
authentic information relative to resignations. 
casualities, &c., in the army, during the year 
1837. ’ 

Resienations—1 lientenant colonel, 33 captains, 
11 Ist lieutenants, 17 2nd do. 1 brevet 2nd do. 410 
the staff. ; 

Deaths—1 lient, colonel,* 1 major, 2 brevet 10. 
3 captains, 2 brevet do,* 7 ist lieutenants,* 3 24 
do,* 3 assistant surgeons. 

Declined—I 2nd lieutenant. _ 

Dropped—1 Ist lieutenant, 1 lientenant paar’ 
2 captains, 1 Ist lieutenant, and 1 2nd lieutenant. 

There are now 18 vacancies in the army in the 





to be: 1. a reduction of their liabilities out of the 
state, and drawing in their foreign funds; 2. an 
equalization of the balances due from and to each 
other, and a mutual return of notes, which May 
enable all to resume on an equal footing, and with 
equal safety; 3. a sufficient increase of their spe- 


cie. On those points the committee will submit 4 


separate report. 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
PETER STAGG, 
GEO. NEWBOLD, 
CORNELIUS HEYER, 
JOHN J. PALMER, 
C. W. LAWRENCE, 





requested to transmit to each of our senators and 


F. W. EDMONDS. 


The preparatory measures on their part appear | & 


rade of 2nd lieutenant. i oC m 
| *Killed in action with the Indians in Florida. 


PorK TRADE. Cincinnali, Feb. 3. Mr. poem 
has given me the exact number of hogs slaugh- 
tered in this city the present winter, (the — 
ness is now over.) The number is 118,95". 
At Covington opposite Cincinnati, the number cS 
13,923. About 6,000 only, I am told, of yon 
slanchtered in Covington. have been brought ov" 
and packed in Cincinnati. The number of ye 
gon hogs,” those slaughtered in the RORY, - 
bronght into our market on wagons, &c. is Sonate 
certained,—supposed to be about 7,000. See 
have all been packed in this city,—making @ ee, 
ther 132,000 packedin Cincinnati. Three years "> 
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Sooo 
e pees 
3 ano —TWO 
eg say the “nork men.”’ : 
Ta weight there 1s not more packed this year 
last, owing to the lightness of the hogs gener- 
rsa fall short, at least one fiflh,—and the 
on meat, (owing to the warm weather, ) the 
be t least, will be fen per cent. 


Rart oF THE St. Francis. About three hun: 
dred miles up the St. Francis, from its discharge 
‘to the Mississipp!, commence the rafts of timber 
br which its navigation is obstructed. These rafts 
are three in number the most exteisive not exceed- 
ing one mile. They commence at ihe head of the 
back water on the St. Francis, from the overflow of 
the Mississippi; and if once properly removed, 
they would not probably again obstruct the channel. 
Like all other obstacles of a similar character on 
tie western rivers, these rafts are formed of im- 
mense masses of heavy timber, piled up and driven 
compactly together; and in some portions, by the 
deposite of alluvion, and the decay of vegetation, a 
soil of some depth has been found upon them, sup- 

orting living trees, under brush and herbage. In 
some places a person may cross the St. Francis 
without beholding any indication of the stream, or 
being conscious that he is in its vicinity. The ri- 
yer enters above, flows beneath the raft, and again is- 
sues below, asil it had just risen from the ground. 
Some of the rafts rise and fall with the variations 
of the stream, like a floating bridge. The prinei- 
yal obstruction is opposite the lower extremity of 
West Prairie; but there are several smaller ones 
lower upon the stream, and on its various tributa- 
ries. In the vicinity of this raft, lies an extensive 
swamp, some eighty miles in length, which, it is 
thought, may be reclaimed by a canal, which would 
cost $250,000. A short distance below the raft, 
an extent of country fifty miles in length, and about 
thirty in breadth, was sunk to the depth of one 
hundred feet, perpendicular, by the earthquakes of 
isiland 1812. The effect of this was completely 
to destroy the channel of the St. Francis for thirty 
miles, its waters being divided into a number of 
small streams none of sufficient depth, for naviga- 
tion. By filling up all those channels excepting 
one, and cutting that deeper, a good navigation 
night be obtained, it is thought, most of the year 
for steamboats. ‘The expense of this undertaking 
is estimated at $50,000. 

There is said to be something remarkable in the 
vast inundation between the St. Francis and the 
Mississippi. Prior to the earthquake of 1511 and 
"12, these bottoms were not flooded; but by that 
event, this whole section of country was so sha- 
ken and depressed that the freshets of the St. Fran- 
cis found their way across the interval to the Mis- 
sissippi: yet, as a general thing, the banks of the 
latter stream exceed those of the former in height, 
by sixteen feet—a levee of a few feet altitude would 
therefore, be amply sufficient, for every variation 
of the waters. ‘he eastern bank of the St. Fran- 
Cis, it is believed, should also be leveed, for a dis- 
tance of one hundred miles from its mouth, to pre- 
vent the back water of the Mississippi fro:n the 
overflowing the bottoms, that lie between the 
Streams, in time of flood. The probable expense 
of removing the rafts and other obstructions to the 
navigation of the St. Francis, as well as of con- 
structing the necessary levee, is estimated at less 
than $200,000, and the value of the territory re- 
deemed at nearly eight millions! When the St. 

rancis is once cleared from obstructions to its 
navigation, it will present one of the noblest streams 
in the western valley—navigable for a distance of 

ur or five hundred miles, through lands of unri- 
valled fertility. The redemption of this extensive 
tract—three hundred miles in length, and upwards 
of thirty in breadth, is a subject of deep interest to 
the State of Missouri. All her southern countries 
Would be profited: a navigable stream would flow 
past every farm—the health of the region would be 
proved—the agricultural interests would be ad- 
vanced, and 30,000 new families could be settled on 
ands, now deemed worse than valueless. This 
ct, we repeat, is one of vital importance to 
'e southern section of Missouri, and we trust that 
“t representatives at Washington, will duly consi- 
T those measures, which may be introduced be- 


re ~ national councils, most conducive to her 
erest, 


amount, a 


—o 


A curtosiry. We have on our table a curious 


_ SPecimen of the freaks which old Neptune, in his 


—_ Caves, plays upon the treasures, which have, 
om time to time, been snatched by him, with the 
*Tis no- 


“se “suspension-specie times”—locked toge- 
ose embrace, but as unnatural as the Siamese 





r of hogs packed in this cily, was:connexion, and covered with little shells, and stones 
years ago, 123,000—and last year | 


thrown upon them, we presume, at the beck of Nep- 
tune, by the nymphs of the sea, in their fantastie 
gaimbols, when issuing for a frolic, from their grot- 
toes. Some of these shells are beautiful, and must 
have been the result of these nymphs’ curious 
searches in “the deep bosom of the ocean” where 
they were buried. But to the narrative. 


A Spanish ship was lost on the Borlings, coast of 


le 


' 





Portugal, about 55 years ago, bound from a port in | 


Peru to a port in Spain. 
fifteen millions of specie (so says our informant) 
on board. Two English captains, capt. H. Abbi- 
nette, and brother, last year obtained permission 
from the owner in Lisbon, to fish for the money, 
and with india-rubber dresses dived into six fathom 
water, and obtained some days £ 1540—$8,000,000 
had been previously fished up. 

Captain ——, of the ——, to whom this curiosity 
was presented, while at St. Ubes, by these fishers 
of dollars, saw some doubloons whi: h they succeed- 
ed in getting up a few days previous to his leaving 


that port, just as bright as when they came out of 


the mint. 

These money fishers are the same who blew up 
the royal William at Spithead. The curiosity can 
be seen at our reading room. 

[Savannah Georgtan. 


RESUMPTION. 
Maine, held a meeting at Augusta on 
and came to the following resolution : 
*« Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that an 
early resumption of specie payments is desirable 
and practicable, and that itis hoped that the con- 
vention of banks, which is adjourned to meet on 
the second Wednesday of April next, in the city of 
New York, will name an early day after said meet- 
ing, for a general resumption of specie payments 
by the banks; and that it be recommended to the 
several banks in this state, to express to the dele- 
gation from the state, in said convention, their 
earnest wish that they should vote for an early day 
after said meeting for the general resumption of 
specie payments by the banks.” [Jour. of Com. 


the 6th ult., 


WASHINGTON’S LIFE-GUARD. There is a man 
now living in this county, named Valentine Gru- 
ber, whe was attached to Washington’s tife-guard, 
and who is, most probably, the last man living who 
belonged to it. We do not know the particulars of 
his services, but in conseqnence of them he now 
receives a pension from government of $96 per 
annum. He is a very old man now, and cannot 
long survive those of his compatriots who have 
gone before him. We were never more strongly 


, impressed with the truth, that ‘‘ Republics are some- 


times ungrateful,” than we were upon learning the 
decision of congress this winter, upon an applica- 
tion made by this man. He was placed on the 
pension list about the year 1820, under the law of 
1818, and was stricken off under the law of 1820, 
which allowed pensions to indigent persons only. 
He was quite a poor inan and really within the pro- 


Nine of the banks of the state of 


When wrecked she had. 





tty, 


the penny paper called the Sun, for libel, the jury 


gave a verdict yesterday morning for the plaintiff 


with $3,000 damages. The great majority of the 
jury, as we hear, were for even heavier damages. 

The gravqmen of the offence was that after hay- 
ing published the libel, which might have been 
done inadvertently, the defendent refused to pub- 
lish a correction unless paid for it. He was very 


justly muleted therefore in heavy damages. 


[N. Y. Amer. 

Reminiscence. A friend, who is curious inthe 
preservation of loval facts connected with the early 
history of this island, has furnished us with the 
particulars of a remarkable occurrence in the year 
1669, which we do not recollect to have seen re- 
corded in anv of the historical publications respect- 
ing this place. Atany rate, in the absence of more 
interesting matter, it may aflord a moment’s grati- 
fication to those readers who have a taste for anti- 
quarian details of this nature. 

Martha’s Vineyard, it will be remembered, was 
settled by white inhabitants some years prior to 
the settlement of Nantucket; and the people cf the 
latter were occasionally wont to visit the former, in 
order to procure such articles as might be needed, 
from time to time, for agricultural or domestic pur- 
poses. In the year above mentioned, John Barn- 
ard and wife, a newly married couple, together with 
Eleazer Folger, brother of the latter, Isaac Cole- 
man, and an Indian, proceeded to the Vineyard in 
a boat, in order to obtain the requisite materials 
wherewith to commence house-keeping. While 
on their return, June 6, 1669, the the boat was 


overturned by a sudden squall of wind, near the 


island of Muskeget. Barnard, his wife, Coleman, 
and the Indian were immediately drowned; but 
Folger clung to the boat, which was soon carried by 
the tide to those shoals or flats called Swile island, 
lying two or three miles northeast of Muskeget. On 


| finding he could reach the bottom, he arrested the 


progress of the boat and turned it over. But no- 
thing of the contents remained excepting a plough- 
share, which had been tied to one of the thwarts— 
and with this he sueceeded in |throwing out the 
water. After long continued exertions he became 
much exhausted, atid entered the boat in a truly 
helpless condition, without sail, oar, paddle, food, 
or drink. He laid himself down in the boat, fell 
asleep, and remained so until the boat, drifted by 
the current, landed on Cape Cod, near Morris is- 
land.— Nantucket Inquirer. 


Missitssipp1 BANKS. The bank commissioners 


reported to the legislature of Mississippi the result 
of their investigation. 
ion that the banks of that state will not be able to 
resume before Angust, 1839. 
bills pending before the legislature for the charter 
of additional banks. 


They yive it as their opin- 
There were several 


FRANKLIN BANK OF Boston. We learn from the 


Boston papers that the grand jury, sitting in that 


visions of the aet, but upon representations made | City, on Wednesday last found bills of indictme nt 
to the war department which were not according | against Josiah Dunham, Thos, G. Dunham, Eb zer 
to fact, his name was stricken off. He toiled on in | Stevens, Ebenezer Hayward, and Samuel 8S. Ridg- 
poverty until about 1832, when, upon full proof of | Way, directors of the Franklin bank, for official 


the facts, he was reinstated upon the list. 
ceiving that he had a claim apon his country for 


Con- | misdemeanor and criminal neglect of duty in certi- 
fying a false return made by Hathorne, cashier of 


the pension unjustly withheld from him, as he be- | that bank, to the legislature. They were arrested 


lieved, from the time he was stricken off, until he 
was restored to the pension list, he made applica- 
tion to the present congress for the passage of an 
act authorizing the payment of the pension so sus- 
pended; but although all the facts, we believe, 
were made out by good proof, this justice was de- 
nied him—his claim was rejected. Millions of the 
people’s money can be squandered with impunity, 
but the just claim of an old soldier for a few hun- 
dreds, cannot be recognized or paid! 

There was one other member of the life-guard, 
resided formerly near this place, named John Britt, 
of whom the following anecdote is told:—General 





and gave bail in $2000 each, withsufficient sureties 


for their appearance from day to day. 





REMARKS OF MR. TALLMADGE, 


In defence of the people of New York against the 


charge of bank influence, in the result of their elec- 
tion. Delivered in the senate of the United States, 
February 8, 1838, in reply io Mr. Hubbard, of 
New Hampshire; the sub-treasury bill being under 
consideration. = 

“Out, dam’d spot! out I say!” 


Mr. President: The senator from New Hampshire 


Washington, when visiting Bedford at the time of | (Mr. Hubbard) who has just taken his seat, intro- 
‘duced, in the course of his remarks, the subject of 


the whiskey insurrection in 1794, it is said, stop- 
ped at the house of one of the citizens, Mr. David 
Epsy, we believe, and while sitting at a front win- 
dow, observed a person passing up the street whose 
face he instantly recognized. He ran to the door, 
and called out several times ‘John Britt,’ when 
the person thus addressed turned around, and per- 
ceiving who was calling him, flew with all imagin- 
able speed to meet once again his revered general. 
The meeting was cordial and mutually gratifying: 


and it is said, the constables and other officers of 


the law, who used before to plague the old man 
with unwelcome visits, never more troubled him 
atter his interview with general Washington. 

[ Bedford, Pa. Inquirer. 





the late elections. He read, with approbation, that 
portion of the president’s message which charged 
the result of those elections to the interference or 
the influence of the banks; and he undertook, by 
this means, to explain the result in New York. Sir, 
I am not in the habit of interfering with the con. 
cerns of other states, or of attempting to explain 
the causes of political movements inthem. But, 
when I find one “poaching upon my manor,” and 
endeavoring to account for matters which he can 
but illy comprehend, I feel it my duty to interfere. 

I rise, therefore, not to enter upon the immediate 
merits of this sub-treasury scheme, but for the sole 
purpose of setting the gentleman and country right, 


EXEMPLARY VERDICT—In the case of A. S, 
arr, against B. H. Day, edifor and proprietor of 
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upon this allegation of bank interference or bank 


gag in the recent election of the state of New 
ork. 

Sir, I saw with pain this charge in the presi- 
dent’s message. I felt humiliated that it should 
emanate from him. I felt that the honor of my na- 
tive state was wounded, and that the wound was 
inflicted by one of her own sons. Had any other 
man occupied the executive chair, I would have 
lost no time, after the delivery of the message, con- 
taining that unwelcome and unmerited aspersion, 
in repelling it ina 1manner and with a spirit becom- 
ing the occasion. But, sir, the relations which 
have always existed between the president and 
myself, rendered the task one of reluctance and of 
delicacy; and but for the introduction of it into this 
debate, by the senator from New Hampshire, I 
might bave submitted to the mortification of the 
charge, from my unwillingness to encounter it from 
such asource. As it has been thus introduced, I 
will endeavor to show that it has been made with- 
out the slightest possible foundation, and wholly 
unjustifiable, let it come from what quarter it may, 
or let its endorsers be whom they may. In saying 
this, I speak from my own personal knowledge 
and observation, to a great extent, and from an in- 
timate acquaintance with the concerns of the state, 
and the causes which influence the minds of her 
citizens in political matters. Previous to the extra 
session of congress, when the Globe, the reputed 
organ of the administration, put forth Gouge’s sub- 
treasury scheme, with his money drawers and hy- 
drostatic balance, and ali the other paraphernalia 
which acceompanied it, aud seriously recommend- 
ed it to the public consideration, it was received 
and treated as a mere matter of burlesque—as the 
dream of a visionary. No one, for a single mo- 
ment, supposed that it would ever be brought for- 
ward by the president for the consideration of con- 
gress. The whole country was astounded, when 
the executive, at the extra session, did recommend 
it. The people then perceived, that the ‘untried 
expedient” from the banks of the St. Lawrence 
had been put forth in the official organ, as a mere 
feeler. And with the characteristic boldness of all 
experimenters, it was determined if it did not con- 
form to the public pulse, the public pulse should 
be made to conform to it. To accomplish this, 
there must be no apparent foree nor unnecessary 
rashness. Hence, the executive, with great meek- 
ness and humility, expressed his entire willingness 
to co-operate in any other measure, if this should 
not meet the approbation of congress. This decla- 
ration was received with great satisfaction by those 
who forsaw, from their knowledge of the business 
wants of the country, that such a measure would 
be destructive of its best interests. They hoped 
to be able to demonstrate its utter impracticability 
and inapplicability to the state of the times, and 
that then the president would cheerfully unite with 
them in some plin which would afford relief to a 
suffering and almost desperate community. It was, 
however, soon perceived, from the pertinacity with 
which this unexpected measure was urged forward 
by its advocates, that the whole power of execu- 
tive influence was brought into requisition in order 
to force it through in the shortest possible period, 
and before the people had time to deliberate upon 
it, or to send their remonstrances against a project 
so fatal to their interests and so destructive totheir 
hopes. I will not detain the senate with a history 
of its progress. It is familiar to us all. Suffice it 
to say, that the bill passed the senate, and was laid 
on the table in the other house by a decisive vote. 
This was deemed equivalent to a rejection of the 
bill. Itcould not have been called up again at this 
session if it had been desired. Many voted against 
the state bank deposite system, which was offered 
as an amendinent, for the express purpose of kill- 
ing the bill in its original shape, After all this, 
the president, in his next message, seems to think 
that congress, at its extra session, made an expres- 
sion against a national bank; against the state 
banks; but not against ths sub-treasury project! 
And as the late elections were earried by bank in- 
fluence, he deems those overwhelming expressions 
of the popular will as no evidenee that the people 
are against this wild and visionary scheme! He 
considers his election as evidence that a majority 
of the p2ople of the United States are against a 
national bank, because he had expressed himself 
decidedly hostile to such an institution. I am free 
to admit that his inference is as fair as can be 
drawn from a popular election where a thousand 
other considerations enter into the canvass. But 
jt cannot be disguised that many electors, who were 
in favor of a national bank, always voted for gen. 
Jackson, notwithstanding his avowed hostility to 
it. He had personal popularity which scarcely 
any man before him possessed, and which I hope 
to see no man hereafter enjoy. Often have I beard 





it said by many, that although they disapproved of 
his measures, they would still support him, because 
they believed him honest, and would not suffer him 
to be abused for the honest exercise of his opin- 
ions, though they led to the adoption of bad mea- 
sures. Sir, this feeling was extended to the pre- 
sent executive in his election. He was known to 
be the favorite candidate of the late president, and 
many electors supported him on account of their 
ancient prepossessions in favor of general Jackson. 
I say, then, that the success of a candidate for 
office, who is for or against a particular measure, 
is not conclusive evidence that the people accord 
with his views on that measure. 

The state elections, in my judgment, were more 
conclusive against the sub-treasury, than the presi- 
dent’s election was against a national bank. There 
were, undoubtedly, other causes which mingled in 
the contest. But still, the expression of the popu- 
lar will, in every state where an election was held 
after this project was first reeommended by the 
executive, was such as ought to have commanded 
his respect, and prevent him again urging a mea- 
sure so odious to the people, and, if carried out, so 
fatal to their prosperity. 

But, Mr. President, this hard money policy must 
be persisted in. The executive had embarked in 
it, and he seemed determined that no obstacles 
should impede his progress. He, therefore, charged 
all this outbreaking of the people to the influence 
of the banks, and considered it as no evidence of 
an honest opinion against this ill-fated measure. 
Notwithstanding the decisive vote against it in the 
house of representatives—notwithstanding his de- 
clared willingness to adopt any substitute for it, it 
is again bronght forward with the same expressed 
deference to public opinion, and again urged with 
the same open contempt of it. 

Sir, this eharge, though general in its terms, 
seems peculiarly intended for the state of New 
York. As a representative of the people of that 
state, I repel it as unworthy ofthe chief magistrate, 
as it is undeserved by them. In the lawful exer- 
cise of the elective franchise, they have seen fit to 
rebuke the administration for its destructive pol- 
icy, and their action is attributed to the influence 
of the banks! They saw industry paralysed, the 
energies of a whole population frozen up, business 
of all kinds at a stand, the wives and children of 
a portion of them famishing for want of bread, and 
suffering for want of clothes to cover them, and 
they resorted to the ballot box as the only means in 
their power to express their disapprobation, and that 
expression, thus made is charged to the influence of 
the banks! Sir, the president has forgotten the 
character of the people of his own state. He treats 
them as mere slaves—as men born to obey the 
executive mandate, and not to think or act for 
themselves. Sir, let me tell you, that the people 
of New York “know their rights, and knowing 
dare maintain them’’—and as long as I remain here, 
they shall not want a representative to assert them 
on this floor. No man, be he high or low, shall go 
behind the ballot box to canvass the motives of my 
constituents, without being rebuked for his pre- 
sumption. I care not what the result of an elec- 
tion may have been; when the people have spoken, 
their voice is to be respected and obeyed—and they 
shall not be called to an account, with my consent, 
by an officer of the general government for their con- 
duct in their local elections. No matter what party 
succeeds, such a charge is an indignity to the whole 
peopte. [am utterly astonished to hear it from such 


a quarter. I knewthat the official organ here, and | ideas of freedom of speech and free discussion, by 





Le, 
truth is, the influence of the banks, as 5 oe 


exerted on neither side—but, so far ag there a 
an influence exerted by their otticers or those oa 
nected with them it was greater on the part of the 
administration than the other. There never Was : 
charge made which is so entirely destitute of an 
one circumstance to justify it, and which so entirely 
fails. Coming from such a source, it is an assault 
upon our free institutions. It is impeaching ¢, 
principle of self-government. What becomes 
our boasted liberty, if the petty incorporations of 
the states can so far influence the exercise of th 
elective franchise, that the expression of the ballot 
box is not to be taken for what it is intended t, 
represent? What will be our character abroad: 
The eyes of all Europe are turned to our experi. 
ment of self-government, and are confidently ex. 
pecting a failure of the system, which we hay, 
predicted would regenerate the civilized wor|q 
What will they now think, when they have the ay. 
thority of the chief magistrate of this nation, tha 
in the great state of New York, the ‘empire state » 
the influence of her local banks has controlled he, 
elections, so that their results cannot be relied oy 
as any evidence of the popular will? Sir, unde; 
such an imputation as this, a citizen of the Unite; 
States in a foreign land, would blush for his coup. 
try. And should he repel it, he would be confront. 
ed with the president’s message, as conclusive eyj. 
dence in support of the charge. As to my own 
state, so far as my action will go, T will endeayo; 
to wipe out the blot from the fair escutcheon of he; 
fame. 

Mr. President, having shown that the election jn 
New York was in no way controlled by the inter. 
ference or influence of the banks, it may not be 
amiss to inquire what causes produced those resulis 
which were so astounding to the whole union? Sir, 
it was the principles understood to be entertained 
by the administration and its prominent friends, 
and the measures which they were pursuing to 
carry out those principles. What are they? They 
are to be found in the creed of a faction which had 
its origin in the city of New York in 1829, I do 
not say they embraced the whole creed, but | 
do say they were a part of it. And if any man, 
at that day, had predicted that a democratic repub. 
lican administration would have countenanced any 
portion of the principles of this faction, he would 
have gained no more credence, nor as much, as he 
now would, if he predicted that, in an equal period, 
the administration would adopt the other part of 
the same creed. 

Sir, it will hardly be believed by the people of 
other states that any portion of those doctrines 
have been adopted by the administration and its 
prominent friends. I do not say that they have 
been—but I say their course of measures has been 
such as to impress upon the people the belief o! 
their adoption. T will not undertake to go into the 
documentary evidence at this time, as the ground 
of that belief, although I may deem it not inappro- 
priate on some other occasion. This faction was 
the origin of that party which is now termed /oco- 


foco, and which, in the pure days of the democrati: 


republican party, was turned out of Tammany hall, 
and held their meetings in the open air, whenever 
it was necessary to take measures to reduce fle 
price of flour, or carry out any other great principle 
in political economy! After their principles rece’ 
ed the countenance of the administration, they 
again returned to the old wigwam, displaced the 
ancient sachems, and there they now illustrate their 


, 


other loco-foco prints, had, in this way, attempted: violent inroads and forcible interruption of the @- 
to account for this overwhelming result in New] semblages of orderly citizens, who happen to enter- 
York—but I also knew that this charge, from such; tain opinions on matters of publie policy, contrary 


sources, had been indignantly repelled by the; 


democratic press of the state—and, notwithstand- 
ing all this, the president, as in the case of the sub- 
treasury, adopts the repudiated explanation of the 
Globe, and ushers it forth to the world. 

Sir, 1 have said that there was no pretence of 
foundation for this charze. I will demonstrate, 
by statistics and by figrres, as clear as any propo- 
sition in Euclid, the truth of my assertion. New 
York has fifty-six counties—all, except thirteen, 
have one or more banks,—of those thirteen, five are 
opposition, and eight are administration counties. 
These eight counties gave the adininistration a ma- 
jority at the presidential election in 1836, of 6,781. 
In 1837 they gave 2,617—making an opposition 
gain of 4,164 in a net vote of less than 15,000. 
These are counties where there are no banks. It 
is another remarkable fact that the opposition gain 
in these eight counties is nearly double what the 
other counties in the state averaged in their gains. 
Now, sir, if the banks infinenced the results of the 
election, why do we find the administration losing 
more, in proportion, in counties where there are no 
banks, than in those where there are banks? The 





to their own. They are now the leaders of tle 
party, and the prominent candidates for execullve 
favor. 

The leading feature of their ereed was THE DF: 
STRUCTION OF THE WHOLE BANKING SYSTEM 0! 
THE COUNTRY—TSE REPEAL OF CHARTERS ANP 
THE ABROGATION OF VESTED RIGHTS. This was 
a part of their doctrines, and was understood by the 
people to be the policy of the administration. 

Why was it so understood? I will endeavor to 
answer the question. ad 

After the war on the Bank of the United States 
had ceased, a more ruthless and unrelenting wal: 
fare commenced and carried on against the stale 
banks. The success which had attended the form® 
emboldened the assailants, and they supposed ihey 
could make an easy conquest of the latter. - 
never occurred to them that they might not bea 
to bring the same force into the field in the one 
case as in the other. They never stopped 1 o 
quire whether the people entertained any differ 


views in regard to the state institutions ae 


national bank. They seemed to have forgotte) ~ 
during the progress of the first war, they had Pp 
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le that there were monstrous evils 
sosded td with, the one, and equal benefits to be 
porns with the others. ‘They left out of view all 
ye promises of a sound currency, and an equali- 
aor Pot the domestic exchanges of the country by 
mn he state banks. They forgot the olt 
ledges and assurances that the state 
parse could perform, equally well, all the du- 
te the Bank of the United States had performed 
neti government. In short, they had no recol- 
lection that those institutions were to give even a 
«better currency” than we had enjoyed under a 

ik. 

uation aitnonigh they had overlooked all these 
things, the people had not forgotten them. Those 
who opposed the re-charter of the Bank of the 
United States were honest in their opposition. 
The present generation has principally grown up 
and come on to the political stage since the 
incorporation of the Bank of the United States 
in 1816. They have enjoyed its benefits—and 
that it possessed great benefits no rational man 
ever denied—but they were not able fully to appre- 
ciate them, whilst in the full fruition of them. 
They could see what seemed to them to be its 
dangerous powers, and with the assurance that the 
state banks could perform all its duties to the gov- 
ernment, and confer all its benefits on the people, 
without possessing those powers, they were con- 
tent that it should go down, and that the state 
banks should be substituted in its place. Another 
consideration which influenced their action was the 
popularity of general Jackson, who led the forces 
in this contest. Many believed in his sagacity in 
this matter, and pinned their faith upon him; and 
others, although they doubted the policy of the 
measure, still believed in his honesty of purpose, and 
therefore went with hiin ‘right or wrong.” But 
they had no idea of breaking down the state insti- 
tutions, so intimately connected, as they believed 
them to be, with the business wants of the whole 


country; and when these attacks were made on) 


those institutions the people began to suspect 
that they had been used as the instruments in as- 
sailing the national bank, with a view of destroyin 


the others in their turn—such they thought they 





adopted against the whole banking system, and in 
favor of an exclusive metallic currency. These pro- 
ceedings were responded to by men in high official 
stations, and their responses were perfectly satis- 
factory. Being thus sanctioned by men in author- 
ity, these wild and visionary doctrines began to 
spread. Many who had viewed them as destruc- 
tive of the best interests of society, began to re- 
nounce former opinions, and adopt this radical 
creed, because they believed it met the approba- 
tiou of those who held the reins of party discipline, 
and who had the power of party dispensation. 

The next evidence of the prevalence of this radi- 
cal spirit was the manner in which the subject of 
the suspension of specie payments was treated. By 
the law of New York, when a bank neglects or re- 
fuses to redeem its notes in speeie for ten days, the 
chancellor is directed to issue his injunction, close 
its duors, appoint a receiver to take charge of its 
concerns, whose duty it is to proceed to collect the 
amount due to the bank, to pay the amount owing 
by it, and finally, under the direction of the chan- 
cellor, to distribute to the stockholders the residue 
of its effects, according to their respective interests. 
There was due to the banks, at this time, by the peo- 
ple of the state, about seventy millions of dollars. 
A false collection of this amount, by receivers, 
would have sp:ead ruin and desolation throughout 
the whole state. 
have been sold to satisfy these demands. There 
would have been no competition at the sales—lor 
very few indeed could have commanded the means 
to become the purchasers. The result would have 
been, that the most desirable property must have 
been sacrificed, and bought in by some miserly 
hard money man, who had hoarded this vile trash 
for the purpose of preying upon the misfortunes of 


his fellow citizens, or by the receivers for the bene- | 


fit of the stockholders. In either event, the com- 
munity would have been the sufferers, and the 
hope of present business or of future prosperity 
would have been utterly blighted. Every rational 
man foresaw this result. The legislature was then 
in session, and a law was forthwith passed, by an 


almost unanimous vote, to suspend the forfeiture of 
the charters of the banks forone year. This act of | the great interests of the state, as I am now attempt- 


discovered to be the policy of the administration.| the legislature was openly denounced by public 


‘How did they discover it? By the principles, meetings in the city of New York, composed of | 


which seemed to be maintained by the administra-| those claiming to be the exclusive friends of the 


tion and its leading friends. By the manner in 
which they repudiated the state bank deposite sys- 
tem after they had suspended specie payments—a 
suspension brought about by causes beyond their 
control, and which certain measures of the execu- 


tive had essentially contributed to produce—and | 


the subsequent introduction of an ‘untried expe- 
dient,” in the shape of the sub-treasury scheme— 
a scheme fraught with more mischief to the coin- 
munity, with more hazard to the public funds, 
with a more dangerous augmentation and concen- 
tration of executive power, than has ever been 
suggested in the history of this or any other gov- 
ernment. And here, sir, permit me to say, that 
when the friends of this abominable measure, for I 
can characterise it by no milder term, present the 
alternative of if or a national bank, rest assured 
that there are thousands and thousands who have 
been opposed to such an institution, who will, with- 
out hesitation, give it their preference. But, sir, 
that alternative is not yet presented. Gentlemen 
are attempting to make up a false issue. ‘They 
vainly imagine that they can conjure up the ghost 
ofthe old Bank of the United States to frighten men, 
as they would frighten children. Sir, that day has 
gone by. The people are looking for relief amidst 
the disasters which surround them. They seem 
the sub-treasury scheme nought but ruin—they 
look with horror upon its adoption as a consumma- 
lion of ruin—-they look to the state bank deposite 
system as the means of present, and if the anticipa- 
tion of its friends be realized, of permanent relief. 
Some of the friends of a national bank have pro- 
posed plans for state institutions, which they think 
Will supereede the necessity of a bank of the Unit- 
ed States. Atall events, those who are in favor of 
@ national bank know that it cannot be had, if it be 
ad at all, for some time to come; and they know 
that something must be done for the relief of the 
Country, There is no other plan which can be 
adopted but the one proposed by the senator from 

‘reinia, If it answers his expectations, it may 
Satisfy the eountry—if it does not, the public mind 
will then be settled down as to what the remed 
Should be. As to the sub-treasury, I say with the 
Senator from Massachusetts, give me any thing, or 
give me nothing, in preference to it. 

What farther evidence had the people that the 
destruction of the state banks was a part of the 
pr of the administration? Meetings were held 

Y the loco-focos, at New York, Philadelphia, Cin- 
“innati and other places, where resolutions were 


ition on all important public matters. 





adininistration. And this denunciation was reiter- 
ated by the official organ of the government here, 
claiming to speak the sentiments of the administra- 
Why was 
this act thus denounced? Because, if there had 
been no such interference, the banks would have 
been all prostrated, as I have already shown, and 
we should have been at once brought to the ‘golden 
age’? which has been so long desired. It is true, the 
great interests of the community would have been 
sacrificed. But, what of that? We should have 
had the “constitutional currency’’—‘‘a hard money 
government’’—“a successful experiment’’—and let 
me add, a prosirate country and a ruined people! 
Sir, the people were saved from this awful calamity 
by the patriotism of the legislature. The suspen- 
sion act was not a boon to the bank; it was a favor 
to the people. Whilst it saved the bank charters 
from forfeiture, it saved the people from destruc- 
tion. Other states passed similar laws, and thus 
were frustrated the designs of those who deemed 
the suspension of specie payments the proper occa- 
sion to carry out their favorite plan of breaking 
down the whole banking system of the states. 
will not say that the president entertained this de- 
sign. 
his measures. On his call, congress asssembled at 
the extra session to take into consideration the 
“great and weighty matters”? which he was to sub- 
mit to them. The message was delivered, and the 
people no longer doubted that the president and 
the administration intended to destroy the banks. 
Atallevents, they could not donbt that such would 
be the ellect of the measures recommended by him. 
They could only infer the intent from the result 
which must inevitably follow. 

By the constitution, it is made the duty of the 
president, from time to time, to give to congress 
information of the state of the union, and recom- 
mend to their consideration such imeasures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient. He can recom- 
mend no others—and if he deems such as he does 


recommend, both necessary and expedient, he of | 


course desires that congress shall adopt them, and 
that they shall be carried into full execution. He 
had already seen that, by the intervention of the 
state legislatures, the bank charters of the different 
states had been saved from forfeiture, and that the 
designs of those who wished to destroy them, had 
been frustrated by these acts. Well now, sir, what 
were his recommendations, and what their inevi- 
table results? He recommended a “uniform law 


‘concerning bankruptcies of corporations, and other 


bankers,” as a measure ‘fully authorized by the con- 
stitufion.’” Such a law, under his oath of office, he 
must have deemed ‘necessary and expedient.”” And 
he must, too, have desiied its enactment by con- 
rress, otherwise he would not have recommended 
it. What would have been its effect, its practical 
operation, if congress had concurred in the views 
of the president, and passed a bankrupt law, as 
recommended by him? Why, sir, every bank in 
the union would have been forthwith handed over 
to commissioners to be appointed by the executive, 
under such a law, and their concerns closed up— 
for they had all suspended specie payments, and of 
course would have come within its provisions. 
This would have accomplished what was prevent- 
ed by the action of the legislatures, namely, a 
forfeiture of their charters and a consequent de- 
struction of the banks themselves. Sir, I do not 
state this case too strongly—such would have been 
the inevitable result throughout the union—there 





The most valuable estates would | 


But the people judged him by the effect of 


is no escape from it. The president could not but 
have foreseen it. It was the unavoidable conse- 
quence of his recommendation. He must bate 
‘made it with his eyes open, and seen its effects, 
unless he was blinded and bewildered by this ignis 
fatuas of loco-focoism. What would have been 
| the effect upon the business and credit of the coun- 
try? Utter ruin and destruction from one extreim- 
ity of the unionto the other. Sir, ‘war, pestilence 
and famine”? could not more eflectually have done 
their dreadful work. 

Fortunately for the country, congress did not 
adopt this recommendation of the president, al- 
though it was urged with great power by one of 
the most prominent friends of the administration, 
(Mr. Benton.) 

Sir, there is another feature of this measure which 
deserves consideration. This subject was not new 
to the president. It had received his careful exa- 
/mination and full deliberation ona former occasion. 
In 1826, when he stood upon this floor, as a sena- 
tor from the state of New York, he maintained on 
this subject the same principles which I am now 
‘endeavoring to maintain. He then represented all 





ing to represent them. ‘The banking interest was 
‘one of the most important, because it gave life to 
commerce, stimulated agriculture, aided the me- 
chanie and manufacturing industry of the country, 
and produced a healthy action in the whole body 
politic. This was a period anterior to the origin of 
the faction in New York, whose doctrines have 
since been adopted. Mr. Van Buren, on the dis- 
cussion of the BANKRUPT BILL, atthat time before 
the senate, opposed its application to banking ii- 
corporations, *‘as an odious exercise of power not 
granted by the consiitution.”? In 1826, senator Van 
Buren opposes a bankrupt law in reference to our 
banking institutions, ‘as an odious exercise of power 
not granted by the conslilulion,”” and in 1837, presi- 
dent Van Buren proposes ‘ta uniform law concern- 
ing bankruptcies of corporations, and other bankers,’’ 
asa measure “fully authorized by the constitution.” 
Now, sir, permit me to ask if such a measure was 
unconstitutional in 1826, can the recommendation 
of the president make it constitutional in 1837? I 
should think not, uuless the constitution changes 
as the party changes! But, whether it does or not, 
is immaterial to the present question. The presi- 
dent recommended a bankrupt law in referetce to 
bank incorporations. He must have reviewed his 
former opinions on that subject. He must have 
deemed the crisis so important as to overcoine his 
old constitutional scruples, and that it was now 
‘‘necesssary and expedient” that such a law should 
pass, and thereby rid the country of the curse of 
paper money, and thus restore the ‘‘constitutional 
currency” of gold and silver. 

Mr. President, I haye said that the people be- 
lieved the design of the administration, and its 
prominent friends was to destroy the banking in- 
stitutions of the states. They forsaw what would 
have been the effect of the adoption of the bank- 
rupt law. They also saw, and still see, the ellect 
of the sub-treasury scheme. They know that both 
| are equally fatal. They saw the manner in which 
|the sub-treasury was urged at the extra session. 
| They saw, by the official organ, that, after it was 
| defeated in the house, it was again to be forced 
'upon congress at the present session, and they see 
clearly now that its adoption, at this time, will be 
as fatal to the banks as a bankrupt law would have 
been before. Its adoption would have prevented 
the resuinption of specie payments. Or if the banks 
should resume, it would compel them to stop again. 
Or if they continued to pay specie, it would be 
merely a nominal thing, and they could do no bu- 
siness. If this were the proper occasion, I would 
undertake to demonstrate these propositions to the 
satisfaction of every rational man. But, I did not 
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rise fur that purpose. Suffice it to say, that ifa}and of smoothing the path of his declining years, 


deliberate plan had been formed for the total de- 
struction of the banking system of the whole coun- 
try, it could not have been more skilfully devised. 


now under consideration. Under it, the banks 
cannot resume; and if the Jegislature grants no 
farther indulgence, their concerns must be closed 
up. If they do resume, they will be compelled to 
stop again, and they will be in the same situation 
as if they had not attempted it. If they do not 
stop, it will be because their circulation is all call- 
ed in, and they continue because they do no busi- 
ness. In this event the stockholders will wind them 
up, for the reason that they cannot afford to have an 
investment which produces no income. In either 
case, the result is the same—the destruction of the 
banks. I have already shown the disastrous conse- 
quences to the whole community from such a state of 
things—and I will add, in the same language which 
I employed at the last session, ‘that it would even 
be better for the country that a tornado or an earth- 
quake should spread its desolation around, than 
that we should have this scheme inflicted upon us.”" 

Mr. President, these were some of the eauses 
which preduced the results of the late elections in 
New York. There was another. The people saw 
the treatment which those received, who opposed 
these measures. They saw some of their repre- 
sentatives here, pursuing the straight forward track 
of principle, and maintaining the ancient and hon- 
ored creed of the party; they saw them turning 
neither to the right nor to the left to gratify the 
ambition of any man, or to court the favor of any 
faction; they saw them maintaining the same prin- 
ciples which the whole party maintained but a 
short period before, and refusing to turn about at 
the word of command; they saw them opposing the 
measure which the whole party, with ‘general 
Jackson at their head, opposed in 1834, and 
which the official organ of the administration 
then pronounced *‘‘disorganizing and _ revolulion- 
ary,” and manfully resisting the executive man- 
date to swallow the sub treasury scheme now, 
which they all repudiated then; they saw them 
standing in their places, and with that moral courage 
and undainted fir.nness, which should ever char- 
acterize the representatives of a free people, resist- 
ing the encroachments of executive power; they 
ssw them, with an independence worthy of the 
better days of the republic, combatting the here- 
sies and interpolations which were attempted to be 
introduced amongst the ancient canons of their 
political faith; they saw them endeavoring to re- 
vive the drooping energies of the country, to resus- 
ciate its trade and commerce, to stimulate its in- 
dustry, to invigorate ifs enterprise, to give hope 
and animation and life to its benumbed and palsied 
faculties, and to pour consolation into the wounded 
and broken spirits of the mercantile community. 
They saw all this; and they also saw, that for all 
this, their representatives were DENOUNCED AND 
PROSCRIBED by the cfficial organ of the adiminis- 
tration! They saw the despotism which had been 
introduced by the discipline of party. They saw 
that neither party men, nor the party press, dare 
speak their sentiments on any political subject, 
until they knew the executive will. They saw 
the manner in which the machinery of party was 
brought into requisition to manufuclure public opin- 
jon to sustain that will when it was once made 
known. ‘They saw that there was no indepen- 
dence of thonzht or of action within the sphere of 
executive influence. ‘They saw, in short, estab- 
lished at the seat of government the most perfect 
despotism on earth. THE DESPOTISM OF OPINION! 

Sir, this systein of dictation, of proscription and 
denunciation commenced during the second term 
of general Jackson’s admiuistration. He would 
not tolerate a difference of opinion on any subject 
in which his feelings were enlisted. I hope it was 
the infirmity of age. I might instance the distri- 
bution bill, the specie circular and the currency 
bill. In all these measures, the great body of his 


the great and para:fount interests of the country. 
What was the process by which it was to be ac- | If he himself were here, in the zenith of his power, 
complished? Ist. By inducing the legislature not | he, perhaps, might see his way more clearly. But, 
to interfere. 2d. By a bankrupt iaw. 3d. By the | 
sub-treasury scheme, which is the only proposition | 








friends in both houses were opposed to hin. Still, 


the official organ did not hesitate to maintain the | the government is bound to give. J have seen the | 


| sacrifice the will and interests of the people to those 


execntive will, and to denounce the action and | 
opinions of those who constituted the legislative | 
branch of the government. 

The present executive, on entering upon the du- 
ties of his high station, promised to “follow in the | 
footsteps of his illustrious predecessor.” This | 
sub-treasury scheme is the darling project of the | 
Jate president; and, I presume, in pursuance of the | 
above pledge, it has been brought forward for onr| 


consideration. To my mind, this is its only merit | 


—and no one would be more desirous than myself 
of gratifying the feelings of that illustrious man, 





by the adoption of his favorite measure, if my judg- 
ment did not tell me it would be at the expense of 


when his successor attempts to imitate his giant 
strides, he will follow him, as Iulus followed 
fneas from the flames of Troy, haud passibus 
equis. 

Sir, my colleague (Mr. Wright) has spoken of 
that portion of the friends of the administration, 
who oppose the sub-treasury scheme, as a small 
party, and, with seeming reproach, has kindly ex- 
tended to them his charity; and more than inti- 
mates that they onght to give up their opinions to 
the majority of their friends. Sir, that small part 
are maintaining the same principles which the 
whole party maintained but a short time since; and 
the difference between them, being a matter of 
principle, cannot be compromised. It is, indeed, a 
small party, and should on that account have been 
protected from the apparent sneer of the senator 
from New Hampshire, when he said they had as- 
sumed the name of *‘conservatives.”?> Whether that 
name has been assuined by them, or has been given 
to them, I will not stop to ingnire. This much, 
however, I will venture to affirm, that we shall be 
as well satisfied with that appellation, as the gentle- 
man and his friends will be with the name of ‘‘sub- 
servatives,”” with which they have been honored, 
and with how much justice I leave to themselves 
to determine. Sir, this small party has been, not 
inappropriately, called ‘A SPARTAN BAND’’—and 
let me tell those gentleman who have reproached 
them with the peculiarity of their position, and the 
paucity of their numbers, that when they are asked 
to lay down their arms they will give the Spartan 
answer—“‘Come and take them.” Sir, my col- 
league, from the peculiarity of his own position, 
should have seen the indelicacy of commenting 
upon ours. The time has been when he has been 
left in a smaller minority of his political friends 
than we are now; but, I will do him the justice to 
say, that his opinions, in all matters in difference, 
have always coincided with the executive. And, | 
had the executive seen fit to recommend the resus- 
citation of the state bank deposite system, instead 
of the sub-treasury, we should have seen my col- 





league, with my friend from Virginia and myself 
by his side, leading on his faithful troops, and in- 
stead of the golden banner under which he is now | 
fizhting against the institutions of the states, and 
the rights of the states, he would have raised aloft 
the stars and stripes of his country, the emblem of 
those rights, and under that sign he would have | 
conquered. And the man who should have had 
the rashness to introduce the sub-treasury scheme, 
in opposition to the executive recommendation, 
would have found himself without even a corporal’s 
guard, 
_ Mr. President, the constitution guarantees the 
liberty of speach and of the press—but, under the | 
present svstem of party discipline, and executive 
intimidation, there is virtually an abrogation of 
both. The executive department has become too 
powerful for the legislative branch of the govern- | 
ment. The great apprehension of the framers of | 
the constitution were from the legislative power. 
They little dreamed that in the short space of half 
a century, short in the lifeiime of anation, the exe- 
cutive department would become so formidable as to 
overawe the legislative branch, and dictate to them 
the measures which he himself was to execute. 
Sir, the verv theory of the constitution has been 
reversed. The legislative has become the weaker 
power, and the executive arm is already strengthen- 
ed beyond what the fathers of the constitution 
deemed consistent with the safety and freedom of 
the government. Add to that strength the powers 
of a treasury bank, which are contained in this bill, 
and yon have given all that can define a despot. 
Mr. President, I have spoken with some feeling 
on this subject. I have reason soto speak. I have 
seen the distress of the country—I have seen the 
embarrassments of my fellow-citizens. I have seen 
them imploring this government in vain for that 
relief, which they are entitled to ask, and which 





government impairing public confidence in the in- 
stitutions of the states, withdrawing itself upon its 
own resources, and leaving the people, unaided 
and alone, to buffet the storms of adversity which 
it has aided to bring upon them. TI have seen the 
executive enter upon a systein of experiments, de- | 
structive of our dearest interests, and subversive of | 
our brightest hopes. I bave seen him persist in 
those experiments after a decisive negative by the 
legislative branch of the government, and after his 
wild and visionary schemes have been most sig- 
nally rebuked through the ballot box. I have seen 





——$<———————. 
him turn a deaf ear to ail the remonstrances Which 
have been made in every part of the country, and 
with a cold and dogged indifference, set at naught 
all these demonstrations of the popular will, Sir 
1 aver, in the face of the American people, that 
there is no cause for the continuance of the distress 
under which the country now labors. It is in the 
power of the administration to remove it by its 
simple fiat. This war upon the banks has dried 
up the sources of sustenance to the people, as we| 
as of revenue to the government. Let the execy. 
tive abandon this sub-treasury scheme—a scheme 
unworthy of the age in which we live—tet him, in 
good faith, resolve to revive the state bank system 
and forthwith, as fast as the joyous news cou} 
travel, hope, and life, and activity, and confidence 
would spring up on every side to gladden it on its 
way. I would say then to the people of this conn. 
try, if I could flatter myself that my voice would 
reach them, rouse from your lethargy; burst the 
Lilliputian ties that bind you; walk forth in the 
dignity of freemen; and teach your public servants 
that you will not silently submit to have your cre. 
dit destroyed, your property sacrificed, atd your 
wives and children deprived of their bread, to min- 
ister to the partisan ambition or unholy caprice of 
any tnan or set of men, whom your misplaced con- 
fidence may have elect«d to stations beyond their 
deserts. And let me tell you, sir, if the voice 
which New York has already uttered be disregard. 
ed, and these destructive measures persisted in, [ 
warn you to beware of the Ipes or Novemrrnr: 
for her voice will then be heard from the Atlantic 
to the lakes, louder than the mighty cataract which 
thunders on her western border. 
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March 1. Mr. McKean presented a memorial 
numerously signed by citizens of the borough aud 
county of Erie, in the state of Pennsylvania, com- 
plaining that the medical board appointed under 
authority of the act of the 3d of March last, by tlie 
President of the United States, to select suitable 
sites for marine hospitals on the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers and Lake Erie, for the benefit of sick 
and disabled seainen, boatmen, and other naviga- 
tors on the western rivers and lakes, have, in dis- 
charging that duty, confined their examination ex- 
clusively to one or two places on Lake Erie ; while 
the claims of all other places, many of them con- 


i taining in a high degree all the requisites for such 


an establishment, have been overlooked and neg- 
lected ; and praying congress to order a new exain- 
ination by a cumpetent, impartial, and unpreju- 
diced board. 

Mr. McKean, after some remarks upon the man- 
ner in which * poor Pennsylvania” had been neg- 
lected, moved to refer the memorial to the commit- 
tee on commerce ; which was referred accordingly. 

Mr. Buchannan presented the following me:uo- 
rial: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States in congress assembled : 

The undersigned, delegates of the people of 
Pennsylvania to a convention now in session at the 
city of Philadelphia to reform the constitution ol 
the state, respectfully represent: ee: 

That in the present crisis of public affairs, the 
undersigned deem it their solemn duty, as well as 
their unquestionable right, to counteract by memo- 
rial and remonstrance the false impression which 
inay be made to congress as to the will of the peo- 
ple of this state concerning their deranged mone- 
tary interests, of which will and interests the un- 
dersigned believe they enjoy as good means of we 
ing well informed as any other representatives © 
the people of this state. & of 

The people, at every election since the Ban “ 
the United States, first, and afterwards various anene 
banks, have, by violent and improper efiorts, — 
struggling to compel the community to subimit we 
banking control, contrary to the constitution, ane 
the well understood public interest and will: ro 
people have at every election chosen i, ee rf 
tives instructed to put an end to such bank contro’, 
and restore the authority of the people ; but too 


“ ; . wicled tO 
many of those representatives have been misled 


of the banks. 4 
Your memorialists have reason to believe the 
there are very few, whether of the people “ “ 
representatives, not unduly influenced a, Ment “ 
who do not now desire that an entire ape ye 
should be realized between government an nt 
banks, and as speedy a restoration, as nay eau 
with the general welfare, of the hard money — * 
the banks have driven out of circuiation ; and , “e 
two fundamental principles, viz. first, the to 


separation of government from all banking opera- 
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and, secondly, the earliest possible restora- 
tions: permanent hard money circulation, your 
jon. 0 lists respectfully represent to congress as 
li of the people of Pennsylvania. 

ae object of this memorial to congress, there- 
. ts that no delay may be suffered to prevent 
ors complishment of those ends, but that forth- 
the we juring the present session of congress, the 
wil te and house of representatives may be induc- 
wf enact such laws as, under the praiseworthy 
ed vnmendations of the president, which your me- 
rialists believe are in perfect accordance with 
fhe will of the people, may, as soon as possible, 
aiord relief from the present banking inconveni- 


memoria 


en Vhereupon the undersigned, by this memorial 
nd remonstrance, respectfully but earnestly re- 
sail that congress, especially the senators and re- 
resentatives of the state of Pennsylvania, will 
hae no time in accomplishing this important object. 

c. J. Ingersoll, George M. Keim, William L. 
Miller, George Shilleto, William Curll, James Do- 
naan, dames Clarke, John Fulton, David Gilmore, 
William High, John Ritter, Thomas Weaver, Saml. 
Cleavinger, Jabez Hyde, Thomas Hastings, Mark 
Darrah, R. G. White, C. Myers, Samuel C. Bon- 
ham, John Foulkrod, Abm. Helffenstein, Jacob 
Stickel, J. R. Donnell, H. Gold Rogers, Joel K. 
Mann, Tobias Sellers, Henry Sheetz, Jacob Krebs, 
Wm. Smyth, Geo. Sinith, Ezra S. Hayhurst, Wm. 
Gearhart, John J. W. Cohen, Ephraim Banks, Wm. 
Overfield, Virgil Grenell, James Kennedy, Wil- 
lian Brown, Geo. W. Riter, Robt. Fleming, Jos. 
Fry, jr. D. Nevin, R. M. Crain, Thomas Taggart, 
Alex. Magee, Jno. B. Sterigere, Lebbeus L. Bige- 
low, John A. Gamble, Geo. T. Crawford, David 
Lyons, Geo. W. Woodward, John Cummin, C. 
Brown, Thos. S. Bell, Pierce Butler, Andrew Bed- 
ford, A. H. Read, Jacob Dillinger, Hiram Payne. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 15, 1838. 

Mr. Buchanan, in presenting this memorial, said 
thatin point of talents, integrity and patriotism, 
these gentlemen were equal to any other fifty-nine 
gentlemen who could be selected in Pennsylvania 
orany other state of the union. He bad the plea- 
sure of knowing them all, or nearly all, personally, 
and their opinion on any subject was entitled to 
the highest consideration and respect from this 
body. Besides, no zentlemen could have a better 
opportunity than they had of knowing the feelings 
and wishes of the people of Pennsylvania, in re- 
gard to the sub-treasury bill, or any other question 








NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 10, 1838—CONGRESS. 


_ Sa 
—— 





words. This subject of brevet pay, he said, would 
involve not one, but a great many cases. He was 
ready to say what he had tosay whenever the sena- 
tor from New Hampshire chose to take up the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill was then 
postponed, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 

The following bills were severally read the se- 
cond time and considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing: The bill forthe relief of Allan A. Moore; 
the bill for the relief of Edward Burgess ; the bill 
for the relief of Abraham Lansing; the bill for the 
relief of Sarah Murphy; and the bill for the relief 
of John Krepps. 

The bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges, was 
read the second time and rejected. 

Mr. Davis then rose and resumed his unfinished 
remarks of yesterday, occupying the floor of the 
senate until 34 o’clock, when, 

Mr. Strange intimated his intention of address- 
ing the senate on the subject, but, as it was then 
late in the day, would, if no senator desired to call 
up the business, move an adjournment. 

Mr. Walker then moved that the senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business, which 
was agreed to, and the doors were accordingly 
closed, and, after spending a short time in secret 
session, the senate adjourned. 


March 2. After the presentation of petitions, 
and the transaction of some business of minor im- 
portance, 

Mr. Prentiss having, agreeably to notice, asked | 
and obtained leave, introduced a bill to prohibit the | 
giving or receiving a challenge within this district 
to fight a duel, and for the punishment thereof. 

[This bill inflicts the punishment of death on all 
concerned in a duel which results in death ; from | 
five to ten years confinement in the penitentiary on 
all concerned in giving or receiving a challenge; 
and from three to seven years for assault, defama- 


tion, or abuse, for refusing a challenge.] 

On introducing this bill, Mr. Prentiss said that, 
entertaining the principles and sentiments he did, 
and representing a people who acknowledge no 


| divine authority, or from regularly constituted and 
established civil government, he had felt it to be a 
duty, with which he could not dispense, to intro- 
duce this bill. In doing so, (said Mr. P.) I have 
been moved by no mere transient or fugitive feel- 





of public importance. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the borough and county of Erie, similar to 
that which had been presented by his colleague, 
and also animadverted upon the manner in which 
Pennsylvania had been neglected. 

Mr. Walker, froin the committee on publiclands, 
towhich had been referred the bill to cede the 
public lands to the states in which they lie on cer- 
tain ae reported the same without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
public lands, to which was referred the resolution 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of relin- 
quishing to the state of Alabama her two per cent. 
lund, for the purpose of enabling the state to make 
certain roads, reported a bill for that purpose, 
Which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Walker submitted the following resolution, 

Which was considered and adopted : 
_ Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ceding 
° reasonable terms to the states in which they are 
‘ittate, the public lands annually inundated by the 
Mississippi river, its tributaries and outlets. 

Mr. Mouton presented the resolutions of the le- 
sislature of Louisiana, in favor of the pre-emption 
law, for the benefit of actual settlers on the public 
ands in that state, excluding floats: read, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

. The bill to establish two additional land offices 
in that part of the territory of Wisconsin west of 

e Mississippi, was read the third time and passed. 
The bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 


oa of the price of the public lands was taken up ; 
c iq, 


On motion of Mr. Walker, it was postponed to, dued, willit is to be feared, sooner or later, overthrow 
and made the order of the day for Thursday next. | alllaw and all government, and open the way to bru- 
he bill for the relief of major general Alexan- | tal anarchy and misrule to scenes of civil strife and 


der Macomb was taken up. 


Mr. Hubbard suggested that the bill had better| marked the ferocious and bloody annals of revoln- 
© passed over, as the senator from Pennsylvania tionary France. 
Me address the senate on the subject, and it 
43 now too near the time of taking up the special} ticular object. It is to prohibit and suppress a prac- 


Wished to 


Order, 


Mr. Buchanan explained that it was not general! in addition to other deplorable consequences of a 
Pete a bill that he wished to speak on, but the| private and social nature, put an end to all freedom 
“"UDject of brevet pay, which he understood wasj| of debate and action, in your halls of legislation, 
n it, on which he wished to say a few! banish from them all just and rightful authority, 


volved j 


ing of the moment; by no mere excitement, grow- 
ing out of a very recent and very lamentable event; 
though it is somewhat difficult, I must confess, en- 
tirely to repress or overcome the emotions which 
that event has produced. Although the event to 
which I allude has carried, as we all know it has, 
lamentation and woe, unspeakable, unutterable an- 
guish and agony of heart, to an innocent and unof- 
fending family, and is fitted to awaken, here and 
every where, sensations of the deepest grief and 
sorrow ; notwithstanding all this, [ have nothing to 
do, nothing to say, concerning the transaction, in 
my place here. It is past and gone. We cannot 
recall the dead to life. We cannot repairthe wrong 
and injury which have been done. But we can 
provide for the future. We can do what becomes 
us to prevent so fatal, so heart-rending an occur- 
rence hereafter. 


Sir, (continued Mr. P.) in bringing in this bill, I 
have acted, as I have said, from no mere impulse or 
overwrought sensibility ; from no mere temporary 
excited feeling. I have been influenced by higher, 
more stable, and lasting motives ; by principles of 
action deeper settled, more permanent and endur- 
ing; principles which remain the same in all times 
and under all circumstances. I ain influenced by 
principles which look upon duelling as a crime ; as 
an offence against high heaven; forbidden and con- 
demned alike by religion and morality, by the laws 
of God and man. 

Sir, I might here, with no impropriety, speak of 
the spirit of insubordination and lawless violence 
which is abroad in the land, infecting and perva- 
ding, it would seem, entire communities, threaten- 
ing the subversion of the established institutions of 
the country, and which, if not checked and sub- 


| 


disorder, as sanguinary, as terrific, as any which 


But, sir, my purpose is confined to a single a par- 


tice here, which, if not stopped, must ultimately, 


code or system of law but such as is derived from | 
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and substitute the doniinion of mere brute force in 
its place. 

Mr President, in bringing forward this measure, 
I repeat I have acted from a high serse of duty. 
The moral and religious principlesin which I have 
been educated, and which I regard as binding upon 
me in all circumstances and situations, whether 
public or private, in which l am placed, would not 
allow me to held a seat here, and remain inactive 
in this matter. And I call upon senators, upon 
grave, considerate senators, heads of families, {a- 
thers of the land, to interpose their authority and 
influence to stay a practice as unsuited to the en- 
lightened age in which we live, as it is revolting to 
the moral and religious feeling of the country. I 
call upon them by their regard to the rising genera- 
tion, upon whom the hopes of the country rest; by 
their regard to the eternal and immutable princi- 
ples of moral rectitude; by every consideration of 
justice and humanity; by the duty they owe to 
God and their country, to give their aid and sup- 
port to a measure demanded by the moral sense of 
the nation, and no less necessary to maintain free- 
dom of discussion here, than it is essential to per- 
sonal security, and to the preservation of law, li- 
berty, and social order. 

The bill was then read twice, by general con- 
sent, and referred to the committee on the judi- 
clary. 

Several private bills were read a third time and 
passed; after which a number of similar bills were 
severally considered and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr. Strangeaddressed the senate until 4 o'clock, 
in favor of the bill, when, without having conclu- 
ded his remarks, he yielded the floor for a motion 
for adjournment; and 

The senate adjourned till to-morrow, 

March 3. After the presentation and reference 
of a number of petitions, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the resola- 
tion formerly offered by him, and laid on the table, 
calling on the secretary of the treasury for state- 
ments of the amount, &c. of public land granted to 
certain new states, and of that sold within their re- 
spective limits, was taken up, modified by Mr. 8. 
so as to confine it to Indiana, and then agreed to. 

Mr. Davis, having referred to a resolution for- 
merly offered by him calling on the secretary of 
the treasury for a copy of the reply of the Messrs. 
Blunt, to a statement of the fifth auditor in relation 
to light-houses, aud to the reply of the secretary of 
the treasury to that resolution, that there was no 
such documentin the department, said this reply 
of the Messrs. Blunt had since been forwarded. 
Mr. D. would state that these gentlemen had turn- 
ed their attention to this subject, and had made a 
communication to the secretary of the treasury, to 
which the fifth auditor had made a reply. This 
document, which Mr. D. had in his possession, was 
the rejoinder of the Messrs. Blunt. Mr. D. had 
looked it over, and found that it contained a great 
deal of information important and useful to the 
country. He would now present it, and move that 
it be printed and referred to the committee on com- 
merce. 

Mr. D. wished to add, that from information de- 
rived from this and other sources, he was convine- 
ed that the system of light-houses in this country 
was greatly inferior to those of France and of Eng- 
land. This subject was important and necessary 
to the public safety and interest. Itwas important 
in this, that many of our light-houses emitted but 
a feeble light, which could be seen only afew miles, 
in consequence of imperfection in the reflectors ; 
whereas, in France such improvements had been 
made that they could be seen as far as the figure of 
the earth would allow. They had been seen at the 
distance of thirty miles. This document proved 
that some of our light - honses were in a very unsa- 
tisfactory condition. In one case a vessel witha 
cargo worth $300,000 had been lost, because the 
light could be seen but a short distance. Such 
lights, if depended on at all, were worse tlian none. 
The committee on commerce had, last year, insert- 
ed a clause improving the light-house bill. Some 
light-houses had been so badly located that they 
had never been lighted ; others were found to be of 
very little utility; and it was required by that bill 
that an examination should be made, under direc- 
tion of the navy commissioners, of every spot on 
which it was proposed to erecta light-house. The 
consequences had been, that there was now up- 
wards of $200,000 of the appropriations for this 
purpose remaining unexpended, becanse the pro- 
posed sites were deemed to be bad. But the great 
object in this document did not relate so much to 
the location as to the improved character of the 














light. Mr. D. hoped the committee would look in- 








































































































oy 


on 


3 


a 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 10, 1838-—CONGRESS. 





























——————S—S———_ é 
to the subject, and report to the senate if any im-|the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, together with acopy,; Mr. Niles offered the following, which be; : treasury 
provements could be made. of the charter of sard company. jected to, lies over one day: “Ing ob. few reina 

The docuinent was referred to the committee on By Mr. King: instructing the eommittee on fi- Resolved, That the secretary of the trea ler’, Mor 
coinmerce, and ordered to be printed. nance to inguire into the expediency of paying to| the postmaster general be directed to Teaheac and taken OF 
The bills for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler and | merchants of Mobile the costs incurred by the.a in| to the senate copies of any correspor.dence hunt cided 10 
S. M. Niles; of P. M. Bohanan; of Francis Gard- renewing their duty bonds, which, Mr. K. stated, | their respective departments and the Metre yEAS 
iner ; of Benjamin Moore; of Eli Horton ; of Johh | sometimes equalled half the whole amount of the| bank of this district, with a statement res Kentuck 
M. Oliver; of the heirs of general William Eaton; | bonds, and had in no case been less than one-fourth; | touching the conduct of that bank as a bl: tacts Knight, 
and the bill to provide for the uniform payment for} a loss which they would not have incurred if they | pository and fiseal agent, and particularly j ‘© des BE Rives, 
horses lust in the military service of the United | had not believed that the act of congress would re- | tion to the eonduct of that bank in aes, wf veka. ard, Spe 
States, were severally read a third time and passed. | bieve, instead of thus oppressing them, in its effeet.| retain the public money in its possession ® to and V ht 
‘Fhe bills for the relief of Jonathan Davis, of| By Mr. Wright: referring to the committee on| pretended claims not allowed by competent a yay NAYS 
Mary A. Patrick, and of Philip Revere and his le- | finance so much of the report of the secretary of| rity. autho. HMM poun, C 
gal representatives were severally considered, and | war to the president as relates to the safe-keeping,| The senate resumed the consideration of the }; bard, Kt 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. &e. of money appropriated for Indian tribes and in- | to create a surveyor general’s office for the sta til ton, Nic 
Various private bills from the other house were | dividual Indians. Hlinois. ate of inson, * 
read twice, and referred. By Mr. Young: calling on the seeretary of war| Mr. Prentiss moved to amend the bill by striki, Trot? 
The senate resumed the consideration of the sub- | for a copy of a recent report of a survey with re-| out the salary of $2,000 and inserting 1,200 mg Young- 
treasury bill. ference to improvements in the Hlinois and Kas- After a protracted conversation by Messrs. Ci An 4 
_ Mr. Strange concluded his remarks on this sub- | kaskias rivers, with an estimate of the expenses ne-| of Alabama, Smith, of Indiana, Young Wall then ine 
ject in favor of the bill. cessary to remove the various obstructions to navi-| and others, the amendment was earried— sas oe jenn” 
Mr. Merrick having expressed his desire to speak | gation. nays 38; and, rem, senate, 
on the subject on Monday, The house bill making appropriations for revolu-| On motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, the bil) executl 
The senate adjourned, after an executive session. | tionary and other pensioners for 1838, was read| was, for the present, laid on the table—yeas me 
March 5. The following among other memori-| twice and referred. nays 15. ie 
als, &c. were presented this day. The bills for the relief of Jonathan Davis, of Da-|__The bills to create an additional land office; Frida 
By Mr. Clay: trom Jonathan Thomson, of New | vid A. Patrick, and of Philip Revere and his legal | Michigan, and for other pus poses; and for the relief setts, @ 
York, stating that he had been for many years col- | representatives, were severally read a third time,|of Peter Bargy, were severally read a third tine ounces 
tector of that port, more than $100,000,000 of the | and passed. and passed. . yacanel 
public money having passed through his hands;| The senate resumed the consideration of the sub-| The senate restmed the consideration of th. Briggs 
that he had fulfilled all his engagements to the last | treasury bill. sub-treasury bill, and the substitute for it offerc to inve: 
cent; and praying the surrender of the various} Mr. Merrick spoke in opposition to the bill till) by Mr. Rives. Mr. Norvell spoke two hours jy hon. J¢ 
bonds he had given. Referred, on the enggestion | half past 3 o’clock, resting his objections on vari- | favor of the bill. No other senator rising to speak In tl 
of Mr. Wright, to the committee on the judiciary. | ous particulars, and arguing especially against an | on the question—Mr. Jallinadge remarked tha! se. Virgin 
By Mr. lVright: trom William Wells and other | exclusive metallic currency. veral senators were at present absent, he thercfore revolat 
citizens of Butialo, praying congress to passa law| Mr. Norvel? having obtained the fleor for to-mor-| moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow moyp. to fill t 
to indeimnily hiin for the loss of the steamboat Ca- | row, the senate held an executive session; adter| ing, with the understanding that the vote should be Mr. 
roline. which, taken on Mr. Rives’s substitute. Mr. Wrizh submit 
By Mr. Clay: a memorial from citizens of Hamp-| The bill for the retief of Peter Bargy, and the bill} would consent to the delay, but preferred that the Tuesde 
shire county, Virginia, remonstrating against the | to establish an additional land office in Michigan, | bill should be passed informally, that it might not ver a p 
exaction of specie by the post office department, | were severally considered, and ordered to be en-/| loose its place in point of precedence. Mr. By. Egypt 
and stating that Stockton and Stokes, the mail con- | grossed for a third reading. chanan then rose, and said he had been waiting some Obje 
tractors, whilst they were receiving specie, were| The senate considered, at mueh length, the bill| time for an occasion on which it would be pro- sion of 
issuing their small notes to an unknown amount. | to create a surveyor general’s office for the state of} per for him, in obedience to the instructions which quorat 
Mr. Clay moved that this memorial be referred to} flinois. he had received from the legislature of Petnsylva. Mr, 
the committee on the post office and post roads. Mr. Davis called for the yeas and nays on the| nia, to move to postpone this bill till the next ses. were— 
Mr. Grundy objected, regarding it as a matter of| question of its engrossment, which were ordered, | sion of congress. Mr. B’s colleague (Mr. McKean) Rep 
finance. Mr. Clay was satisfied that to whichever | and there appeared—yeas 16, nays 10. This num-| had told him that he thought the period for this severa 
eominittee it might go, there would be no remedy | ber not being a quorum, the senate adjourned. motion had arrived several daysago. Mr. B. now specia 
provided. But if the shin-plasters mentioned in| March 6. Among the petitions presented to-day | moved that the bill be postponed until the next ses. Bm by the 
the memorial were to be suppressed, it was the ap- | were the following: |) sion of congress, with the understanding that the senate 
propriate business of the post office committee. By Mr. Linn: from a company in Wisconsin,| vote should be taken on this question to-morrow ing. 
Mr. Grundy disclaimed such jurisdiction for that | praying a grant of land for the construction of a morning, prior to the vote on Mr. Rives’s substitute; A b 
committee, and the memorial was referred to the | canal near Milwaukie. and Mr. B. called fur the yeas and nays on this iti 
committee on finanee. 3y Mr. Clay, of Kentucky: from Mr. Watson, | motion, which were ordered. eri 
Mr. Wright, from the committee on finanee, made! of New York, a scheme for a national internal im-| The bill was then informally passed over. — the 
an unfavorable report on the aet of the legislative | provement and loan company, as a regulator of the The bill to maintain our neutrality on the frou- of 
council of Wisconsin, ebartering the State bank of | currency, and fiscal ageut of} the vovernment tier was received from the house, taken up by the Be 
Wisgonsin and Prairie du Chien, together with a By Mr. S.nith, of Indiana: a joint resolution of | senate, and on account of the supposed importance pret 
joint resolution annulling that act. Read, ordered | PT ae Linh the dite oF teat -- | of the senate’s amendment, in whieh the house had gress 
to a second readinz, and the report ordered to be |... Genera assembiy ef fhe ste Of SHSIERA, IA | non-coneurred, (the amendinent exeluding the effice 
printed a whe bea edeg; ay gh nen Ie Fesneaiens RES FORPORES frontier conterminious trade fiom an appeal 6 shals 
4% : ; .. | tatives to use their best endeavors to procure the , sehr A her Rg Le vers 
Mr. Buchanan, froin the eoinmittee on foreign re-| . ee ne oe treaties and the law of nations,) thie bill was, lor every 
lations, reported the bill referred to them, providing | P’***8° oF, a tow qaovining thet hetes.oF an the’ the present, laid on the table ed fo 
{ m ECP ferpipicliess' whister tahae: »?P ‘+4, | State banks that may redeem their notes in specie | hep 2.33 tha hager a sala State 
or the maintenance of our frontier neutrality, With | oo aumand. shall be received i taseut of On motion of Mr. Walker, . re 
- % pk ate a oe einand, shall be reeeived in payment of the ; ‘ wil ’6 office in anthe 
various amendments, restricting the seizures to; bie lands The bill to create a surveyor general’s ofice |) 
“arms and munitions of war,” and limiting to ships | P ei si _ | the state of Illinois, was taken up, and after a brie! vesse 
at sea the proviso, that the action under the bill Mr. 8. said he was very happy to find that his | conversation, and on motion of Mr. Clay, of Ky. provi 
shall not interfere with any trade carried on aceord- | Colleague and himself had not been mistaken in| was again laid on the table. Ayes 20, noes not or er 
ing to existing treaties and the law of nations, thus | Supposing that sueh was the opinion of the state.) counted. act p 
excluding the frontier conterminious trade from an He entirely concurred with the legislature on this| The senate proceeded to the consideration of the dred 
appeal, under the bill, to said law and treaties ; al- | particular point. He had already given his views | pj) supplementary to the «Act to amend the Juct “ a 
so, limiting the bill to two vears, from apprehended | #t large on the whole subject, and he would not ciary system of the United States.” After som the | 
practical imperfections. The other amendments | detain the senate, at this time, further than merely | conversation of a legal character, . — 
were slight | to say that it would afford him great pleasure to}; On motion of Mr. Webster, the bill was laid up- until 
The amendments were concurred in, and the bill | 4! in the object of the resolution. The resolution | on the table. OF tt 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading ; | spoke of public lands alone for which the paper of| Mr. Buchanan stated that he had consulted the reete 
subsequently read a third time and passed, and re- | 4 ree ore banks should be received. Mr. S.| committee on finance in relation to the amendmelt he 
tuened to the other house for concurrence in the | went the whole on that point; he would extend the | of the senate, non-coneurred in by the house, to 0 
ainendments. | principle to all governinent dues, as embraced by | the bill te fpaintain our frontier neutrality; and they ea) 
[See the bill in the proveedings of the house on | the amendment of the senator from Virginia to the | had expressed the opinion that the senate ought - ~—— 
Friday last.] | sub-treasury bill, and he would go for that amend- | insist on their amendment on account of its impor os 
The following resolutions were offered and agreed | Ment as the only plan submitted, or likely to be, to) tance. He, therefore, moved that the bill be taker a 
to: 7 carry into effect that principle at the present ses- up, that the senate do insist, and appoint on their ore' 
By Mr. Webster: calling on the secretaries of | $10N. part, a committee of conference, in case the — ie 
the war, navy, and treasury departments, for the! On motion of Mr. S. the resolution was laid upon | should insist on its non-concurrence. fee re 
names of all persons, in and since the year 1832, | the table, and ordered to be printed. These motions were severally and success!¥® ot 
appointed as pension agents; the authority under| A message was received from the president of | agreed to. pee ws | 
which the appointments were made; copies of the} the United States, through Mr. A. Van Buren, his| The senate adjourned after an executive vey me 
instructions given thei; the forms of commission ; | private secretary. March 7. We are indebted to the “Globe jr 
the sums advanced to them, and the times of those Mr. Clayton, from the committee on the judi-|the following abstract of this day’s proceedings et 
advances ; the amount paid at each office; the ave-| ciary, reported the bill referred to them to prevent They will be recorded in detail in our next. Mr fore 
rage balances remaining; and the average balance|the giving or accepting of challenges to duels in| In the senate to-day, the presentation by sof ; 
remaining in the hands of each agent at a time| the District of Columbia, with amendments, the | Tallmadge of the memorial of certain na oc rm 
named; together with copies of all letters from | principal one of which was the substituting for the| New York against the independent aboot Uni 
pension agent’ asking advances, or other compen- | penalty of death, from ten to twenty years’ confine- | scheme, gave rise to a debate of the most in Web- and 
sation. ment in the penitentiary. ing character, in whieh Messrs. Tallmadge, barge rest 
By Mr. Lian: instructing the committee on the The amendments were read, and the bill was| ster, and Wright, took part. After the goat ud 
public lands to inquire into the expediency of grant- | made the special order for Monday next. of some business of little general interest, the q to a 
ing to a company in Wisconsin certain pre-emption| After several other bills of minor importance had | tion came up, on the mofton of Mr. Buchanan m 
rights, to enable them to construct a canal between | heen reported, postpone the consideration of the indepen 
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—. — » bill wntil the next session of congress. A. this act contained be so construed as to extend the United States, or of the militia, as shall be ne~ 
bein trast ks were made by Messrs. Calhoun, Web. | to, or interfere with, any trade with or by the citi- | cessary to prevent the violation, and to enforce the 
8 0b. few remar’ and Preston, when the question was | zens of the United States to or with any parties en-| due execution, of this act, and the act hereby 
iSury a sles he motion to postpone, and it was de- gaged in war: which trade is pow authorised either} amended. a el 
masion taken 0 the negative by the following vote: by treaty or the laws of nations, Mr. Howard explained that this bill had beer 
Shen cided \S—-Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Src. 3 Ard be it further enactcé, That it shall| reported by the committee on foreign affairs, in 
letropali ea Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, | be the duty of the officer making any seizure under | consequence of the difficulty of amending the 
of fh . ra McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, | this act, to make application, with due diligence, | senate’s bill in such manner as to meet the views 
ublic de Knigh Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, South-|to the district judge of the district court of the| of the members of the house. He trusted that this 
y in thy Res ace, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, | United States within which such seizure may be| bill would be more acceptable, and hoped that the 
Dpting ¢, ard, hite—23. made for a warrant to justify the detention of the | clerk would read it by sections, so that the amend~ 
n, to aa aut yS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal-| property so seized, which warrant shail be granted| ments, if any, might be proposed in regular order 


nt autho, 


of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 


only on oath or affirmation, showing that there is 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mou- 


to the bill. 
probable cause to believe that the property so 


+ 1 
houn, Clay; The first section being read, 


bard, King, Linn, 


f the biy Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Rob- | seized is intended to be used in a manner contrary Mr. Underwoed moved to strike out the words 
© state of on, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, | to the provistons of this act: and if said judge shall| which authorized the president to release goods 
‘ inson, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and| refuse to issue such warrant, or application there- | which may be taken in certain cases. ; 
y strikino Trottets for shall not be made by the officer making such; Mr. U. stated the reason why he moved this 
oo. ° Young endment to Mr. Rives’s substitute was | seizare within a reasonable time thereafter, the said| amendment to be, to prohibit the president from 
srs. Clay Repo by Mr. Preston. After remarks by | property shall forthwith be restored to the owner. acting in a judicial capacity. ne 
Walker cuit. Preston, Rives, Clay, and Buchanen, the | But if the said judge shall be satisfied that the} Mr. Heward stated that this provision was intro~ 


Yeas 2, conate, at a date hour in the afternoon, went into 


seizure was justified under the provisions of this 
ive business. 
executive 


duced, because it was considered that the president 
act, and issue his warrent accerdingly, then the 


was the most competent judge in these cases. 





He 
, the diy saine shall be detained by the officer so seizing| was fully acquainted with our relations with for- 
Yeas | erty > presi g ler i reign countries, which made him m 5 
Yeas 29 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. said property, until the president hall order it to | reig ntries, Cc le more competent 
be restored to the owner or claimant, or until it| tojudge in such cases than the judges of courts. 
Office jy friday, March 2. Mr. Grennell, of Massachu-| shall be discharged in due course of law, on the pe- | If the matter was referred to the courts, there might 
the relief setts, and Mr. Grantland, of Georgia, were an-|¢ition of the clamant, as hereinafter provided. 


be difference of opinion between the judges in 
consequence of the information which was in their 
possession; but the president, having all the infer- 


nounced as being appointed by the chair to fill the 


bird tiy 
Le ‘ . . © 
. vacancies occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 


Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, Thatthe owner 
or claimant of any property seized under this act, 


aoe vee ae 


Nn of the Briggs and Mr. Harrison, on the select committee may file his petition in the circuit or district court| mation could decide more understandingly and 

it offered to investigate the causes of the deaths of the late} of the United States in the district were such sei-| properly. It was a mere power to releive property 0 
hours jn hon. Jonathan Cilley. ‘ zure was made, setting forth the facts in the case;| that had been seized, and might be assimilated to be 
to speak In the place of Mr Muhlenberg, Mr. Cratg, ef| and thereupon such court shall proceed, with all| the pardoning power. He trusted, therefore, that e 
d that se. Virginia, is now chairman of the committee on| convenient despatch, after causing due notice to be| the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 

therefore sevolationary claims, and Mr. Potter was appointed | given to the district attorney and officer making| Kentucky would not prevail. 

OW morn. to fill up the vacancy on said committee. such seizure, to decide upon the said case, and| Mr. Underwood replied, that if it was proposed 

should be Mr. ddams asked the consent of the house to| order restoration of the property, unless it shall) to give this power to the president in consequence 

Wright submit a motion to grant the use of the hall on 


! that the 
might not 
Mr. Buy- 
ling some 
be pro- 
NS whic 
>nirisylva- 
next ses. 
Mc Kean) 
d for this 
r. B. now 
hext ses- 


that the | 


>- morrow 
ubstitute: 
‘son this 


er. 

the fron- 
Ip by the 
yportance 
rouse had 
ding the 
ppeal 16 
| wus, for 


office in 
era brief 
r, of Ky, 
noes not 


on of the 
the judi 
fter some 


s laid up- 


ulted the 
nendmebt 
house, te 
and they 
ought to 
its impor: 
be taken 
- on iheir 
the house 


cessively 


e sessi0): 
Hobe” for 
ceedings: 


xt. 
1 by Mr. 
itizens © 
{treasury 
- interest 
Ize, Web- 
discharg¢ 
the ques 
hanan, ‘° 
lependent 


Tuesday evening next to Mr. Buckingham, to deli 


vera public introductory lecture on the subject of 


Egypt. 
Objection being made, Mr. A. moved a suspen 


sion of the rule; when the vote being 78 to 41, no 


quore m, 


Mr. Boon called for the yeas and nays; which 


were—yeas 92, nays 60. 
Reports of committees were then called for, Afte 


several had been received, the house passed to the 
special order, being the _Rentrality bill, reported 
by the com:nittee on foreign affairs yesterday, the 
senate bill having been laid on the table this morn- 


ing. This important bill was as felfows: 
A bill to’ amend an act entitled «An act in ad 


appear that the seizure was authorised by this act: 
and the circuit and district courts shall have juris- 
diction and are hereby vested with fall power and 
authority, to try and determine all cases which may 
arise under this act; and all issues in fact arising 
under it, shall be decided by a jury in the manner 
now provided by law. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That when- 
ever the officer making any seizure under this act 
shall have applied fer and obtained a warrant for 
the detention of the property, or the claimant shall 
have filed a petition for its restoration, and failed 
to obtain it, and the property so seized, shall have 
been in the custody of the officer for the term of 
three calendar months from the date of such 
-| seizure, it shall and may be lawful for the claimant 


r 


dition te the act for the punishment of certain! or owner to file with the officer a bond to the 


crimes against the United States, and to repeal 
the acts therein mentioned,” approved twentieth 


of Apri, eighteen hundred and eighteen. 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of re 
presentalives of the United Siates of America in con 


gress assembled, That the several collectors, naval 
eficers, surveyors, inspectors of customs, the mar- 
| shals and deputy marshals of the United States, and 
every other officer who may be specially empower- 
ei forthe purpose by the president of the United 
States, shall be, and they are hereby, respectively 
anthorised and required to seize and detain any 
vessel or other means or materials which may be 
provided or prepared for any military expedition 
or enterprise, contrary to the sixth section of the 


act passed on the twentieth of April, eighteen hun 


dred and eighteen, entitled “An act in addition to 
the act for the punishment of certain crimes against | 
the United States, and to repeal the acts therein 
mentioned,” and to retain possession of the same 
until the decision of the president be had thereon, 
or until the same shail be released as herinafter di- 


rected. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the seve 


ral officers mentioned in the foregoing section shall 
he and they are hereby, rsspectfully authorised and 
required to seize any vessel or vehicle, and all 
about to pass the fron- 
for any place within any 
retgn state or colony conterminous with the Uni- 
ed States, where the character of the vessel or ve- 
cle and the quantity of arms and munitions, or 


arms Or munitions of war, 
lier of the United States 


. 


mi circumstances, shall furnish probable caus 
0 deliey 


ih] ~ . - . 7 - . 7 
"persons, with his or their privity, in carrying o 


au military expedition or operations within th 


stat 


nited States are at peace, and detain the sam 


"itil the decision of the president be had for th 


ioration of th 


Compe 


‘eve that the said vessel or vehicle, arms, or 
jhunitions of war, are intended to be employed by 
'¢ owner or owners thereof, or any other person 


itory or dominions of any foreign prince or 
ws *, or any colony, district, or people conter- 
‘hous with the United States, and with whom the 


’ e same, or until such property 
"ake discharged by the judgment of a court of 
tent jurisdiction: Provided, That nothing in 


amount of double the value of the property so seiz- 
ed and obtained, with at least two sureties, to be 
approved by the judge of the circuit or district 
-| court, with a condition that the property, when re- 
- | stored, shall not be used or employed by the owner 
or owners thereof, or by any other person or per- 
sons, with his or their privity, in carrying om any 
military expedition or operations within the terri- 
tery or dominions of any foreign prince or state, 
or any colony, district, or people, conterminious 
with the United States, with whom the United 
States are at peace; and thereupon the said officer 
shall restoresuch property to the owner or claimant 
thus giving bond: Provided, that such restoration 
shall not prevent seizure from being again made 
-|in case there may exist fresh cause to apprehend 
a new violation of any of the provisions of this 
act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
person apprehended and committed for trial, for 
any offence against the act hereby amended, shall 
when admitted to bail for bis appearance, give 
such additional security as the judge admitting him 
-| to bail may require, not to violate, nor to ard in 
violating, any of the provisions of the act hereby 
amended. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the president of the United States shall have rea- 
son to believe that offences have been, or are likely 
to be, committed against the provisions of the act 
hereby amended, within any judicial district, it 
shall be lawful for him, in his discretion, to direct 
e|the judge, marshal, and district attorney of such 
district to attend at such place within the district, 
and for such time as he may designate, for the 
purpose of the more speedy and convenint arrest 
n|and examination of persons charged with the vio- 
e|lation of the act hereby amended; and it shail be 
the duty of every such judge, orother officer, when 
any such requisition shall be received by him, to 
attend at the place and for the time therein desig- 
e| nated. 
e| Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the president of the United States, or 
such person as he may empower for that purpose, 
to employ such part of the land or naval forces of 














of its being merely a pardoning power, there was 
no necessity for it, as he now had that power under 
the constitution and laws without further legislation. 
His objection to fhe clause which he had moved to 
strike out, was, that it invested the executive with 
judicial powers, and powers which belonged exclu- 
sively to the judiciary department; because it ena- 
bled him te determine whether or not an offence 
had been committed. THe ap;rehended it would not 
do in this country to vest judicial powers in the ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr. McKay considered that it would be entirely 
improper to strike out this clause. It simply gave 
power to the executive, in‘cases where property 
had been seized, to release it. The law provided 
for the seizure of property, but not for its forfeiture; 
therefore, it was proper that the president should 
have the power to release it, under certain circum- 
stances. In case this amendment prevailed, and 
the clause was struck out, goods could only be re- 
stored by the judgment of courts; and where they 
had been seized in consequence of a violation of 
the law, there must be great delay and loss to the 
citizens in certain cases. 

The motior to strike out was then disagreed to. 

The second section being read, 

Mr. Fillmore moved to strike out that part of the 
section which made the bill applicable only to con- 
terminous territories. Mr. F. remarked that it 
might be said that there was very liltle danger of 
getting into any difficulty with countries which did 
not lie contiguous tothe United States; but he 
thought our legislation onght to be uniform. He 
had an objection to having a law passed by con- 
gress which subjected his constituents to a rule 
which was not general, and for this reasea he hop- 
ed his amendment might prevail. 

Mr. Howard remarked that it was necesssary 
to shape our legislation to the circumstances in 
which we were placed. We already had laws 
which were applicable to expeditions fitted out for 
service at sea, and against foreign countries, and it 
now became necessary to pass Jaws to preserve our 
neutrality with conterminous countries, and this law 
had been introduced to effect that object. He 
hoped the amendments would not prevail. 

Mr. Holsey contended that this bili was abunt to 
place us in the same relation to conterminous 
countries which it did to other foreign countries, 
if it passed, and urged upon the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw his proposition to amend. 

Mr. Fillmore sustained his amendment on the 
ground that the bill created invidious distinctions 
which ought never to exist in the legislation of any 
country. 

Mr. Peck called for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment; but the house refused to order them, 
and the amendment of Mr. Fillmore was disagreed 
to. 

Mr. Evereti moved tostrike out thatclause which 
provided that the law should not interfere with the 
trade authorized to be carried cn by the laws of” 
nations: lost. 
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Mr. Robertson moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause to line sixteen, and insert an 
amendinent which he sent to the chair, providing 
that in ail cases of seizures, affidavit should first be 
made, and a warrant issued. 

-Mr. R. urged his amendment on the house, on 
the ground of the unconstitutionality of making 
seizures without due course of law, as was propos- 
ed to be done by the bill. 

Mr. Patton replied to Mr. R. pointing to the 
third section of the bill, which provided that iin- 
mediately after the seizure, a warrant should be 
obtained in due form from some judicial officer, for 
the purpose of holding the property seized. ‘This 
he contended was all that was necessary to guard 


against the abuse of power, and he argued that if 


a warrant under oath was to be obtained before 
seizure, that the law would be wholly ineffectual, 
as it would in almost every instance, if not in every 
one, be evaded. 

Mr. Menifee then addressed the house at some 
length, in opposition to the bill, on the ground of its 
unconstitutionality. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Legare, Menefee, Maxwell, and Underwood; when, 

Mr. Cushman said, that wishing to bring the 
house toa direct vote on the question, he moved 
the previous question; which was seconded—83 to 
41, and the main question ordered without a divi- 
sion. 

Mr. Petrikin asked for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, on the engrossment of the bill; which 
were ordered, and were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, 
Anderson, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, Beil, 
Bicknell, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, By- 
num, Cainbreleng, Johu Campbell, Wm. B. Car- 
ter, Chapman, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushman, Darlington Davies, Deberry, De- 
Gratf, Droomgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Evans, Far- 
rington, R. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, J. Gar- 
land, Gray, Grennel, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Ham- 
inond, Harrison, Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hen- 
ry, Hotfinan, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
W.H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry 
Joinson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. C, Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lawler, 
Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Ly- 
on, Jaines M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Martin, 
Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McKim, McKennar, Mercer, Miller, 
Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Noble, Noyes, 
Pal:ner, Parker, Patton, Pearce, Phillips, Pickens, 
Potts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, 
Rives, Sergeant, Shetfer, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shep- 
ard, Sheplor, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Titus, 
Toucey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, A. 5S. White, 
J. White, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, 
L. Williams, J. W. Williams, J. L. Williams— 
130. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Bond, William B. 
Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Casey, Chambers, 
Dawson, Davee, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William 
Graham, Herod, J. Jackson, Nathaniel Jones, Mal- 
Jory, Marvin, Maury, Menefee, Mitchell, Montgo- 
mery, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Patterson, Peck, 
Petrikin, Plumer, Pope, Robertson, Russell, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, hints 4 
son, Underwood, Sherrod Williams, Wise, Yell, 
Yorke—45. 

So the bill was ordered to its third reading. 

The bill having been engrossed was read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

The bill reported this morning for the relief of 
Potter and Cassedy, ot Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill directing the commissioner of the gen- 
eral land office to ascertain the quantity of land 
covered by grants made to Anthony Shane and 
Lewis Godfrey, in section 16, township 14, range 
2 east, in Lima district Ohio, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill supplementary to the act for the relief 
of Paine and Arnold, was also read a third time 
and passed. 

Sundry bills and a joint resolution from the sen- 
ate were taken ‘up, read twice, and referred to their 
appropriate standing committees. 

Mr. Adams asked leave to submit a resolution 
calling upon the secretaries of the treasury, war, 
and navy, for a return of the names of pension 
arents, agencies, &c. but it was objected to. 

“On motion of Mr. Hopkins, 

‘The house adjourned. 


Saturday, March 3.. A report of the committee 
for the District of Columbia, in relation to the re- 
<crganization of the orphans’ court, was again taken 








up: and its further consideration postponed until 
uesday next, and to be printed. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, reported, with an amendment, senate bill 
(No. 113.) respecting counterfeiting copper, gold, 
silver, and other coins of the United States. 

Some business of more importance having been 
disposed of, 

he Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, stating that since the answer 
of the department of the 6th of February to the 
resolution of the house of the 11th of October, 
1837, it had been found, on examining it, that co- 
pies of a considerable portion of the correspon- 
dence with general Jesup called for by the resolu- 
tion were accidentally omitted to be furnished, and 
transmitting said copies. 

He also laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war, transmitting the testimony taken 
under an order of the house of the 3d of July, 
1836, in relation to the claims of John Jones and 
others for work done on the Pea Patch island. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, proceeded in sup- 
port of his resolution, as modified by himself, until 
the expiration of the morning hour, when he gave 
way. 

Mr. Cambreleng moved to suspend the rule ap- 
propriating this day to the discussion of private 
bills, for the purpose of taking up the appropria- 
tion bill: and upon this motion he demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and the motion 
to suspend prevailed by the following vote, (re- 
quiring two-thirds )—Yeas 121, nays 36. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the pension ap- 
propriation bill was taken up, the question being 
on the engrossment and third reading of the bill, an 
animated discussion took place between Messrs. 
Curtis, Chandler, Cumbreleng, Cushman, Haynes, 
and Marvin. Finally Mr. Tuylor demanded the 
previous question. 

On secunding the call for the previous question 
the vote (by tellers) stood—65 ayes, 63 noes. So 
there was a second. 

The question being, ‘shall the main question be 
now put?” Mr. Reed demanded the yeas and nays. 
On this demand, (requiring one-fifth of the mein- 
bers present,) the division was 26 to 105. 

Mr. Adams said that as the division was so close, 
he would prefer another count. 

Mr. Robertson moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Lewis demanded the yeas and nay; 12 mem- 
rs — rising, the yeas and nays were not or- 
dered. 

The question on adjournment (by tellers) result- 
ing in the following division—Ayes 71, noes 70, 
chair voted in the negative, and the motion was 
ost. 

Another count was then had on the call for the 
yeas and _nays, the result of which was—Ayes 26, 
noes 112; and they were not ordered. 

The main question was then put; and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time this 
day, without a division. 

It was then read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McKim, the house adjourned. 

[The remarks of Messrs. Curtis, Chandler, &c. 
shall have a place hereafter. ] 

Monday, March 5. This being the day set 
apart by the rules for the presentation of resolutions, 
the states were called in order, and one hundred 
and sixteen were presented, chiefly of a lucal or 
private character. The following were among the 
most important: 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, 

Resolved, That the committee on the territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of an- 
thorizing the territory of Wisconsin to take the 
census, and adopt a constitution preparatory to be- 
ing admitted ipto the union. 

On motion of Mr. Downing, 

Resolved, That the committee on the territories 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
organizing the legislative council of Florida terri- 
tory, so as to give another branch to said council, 
to be called a senate. 

Mr Lawler submitted the following, which lies 
one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to discontinue 


the receipt of the notes of specie-paying banks of 


the states, under proper regulations and restrictions 
by the treasury department, in the collection of the 
public revenues, and that to do so would be highly 
injurious to the interests of the citizens generally. 

On motion of Mr. Montgomery, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of revising the rates of postage on news- 
papers and other printed matter conveyed by mail. 

On motion of Mr. Legare, 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
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ciency of granting suitable com ensation to M, 
Brown, only daughter of the rallant sergeant J ma. 
per, of South Carolina, who fell at the batt! ve 
Savannah, after the most distinguished Servic © of 
the attack upon fort Moultrie, and other laine 
ble occasions. ~~ 

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury , 

ort to this house the cost of erecting and es b 
ishing the principal mint and its branches in ~ 
ding buildings, fixtures, and apparatus, the 9 ea 
and expenses of the different officers, the amount 
expended in the purchase of bullion, the loss is 
ing from wastage, and other expenses, and the 
average length of time it requires to coin at the 
principal mint all the builion with which it can “* 
furnished; and, further, what amount of coin "ae 
been struck at the several b.~.nch mints since theig 
organization. 

Mr. Carter offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which lie over under the rule: i 

“Whereas purity in the adminstration of a fie. 
government can only be maintained by the obser. 
vance of strict economy in the public expenditures. 
and 

‘Whereas extravagance and prodigality in {ij 
management and disbusements of the public reve. 
nue are the sure indications of an unjust and coy. 
rupt government; and whereas a free governmeyt 
cannot exist where public officers and agents aye 
multiplied beyond the demands of the public ser. 
vice, merely to gratify the increasing desire {yy 
public employment, and where the public adminis. 
tration relies for its support more upon the interest 
and attachment of dependents, and the amount cf 
patronage under its control, than upon the impar- 
tial discernment of an enlightened community; and 

‘*Whereas public officers and employments haye 
increased of late in a degree unprecedented at any 
former period of the government; and 

‘‘Whereas the public expenditures have increas. 
ed, within the last nine years, from thirteen mil- 
lions of dollars, that being near the average of tlie 
annual expenditures in time of peace up to the 
year 1829, to upwards of thirty-two millions since 
that time; and 

Whereas these facts clearly indicate a great de. 
grep of laxity and weakness in the public adiinis- 
tration, or a wilful abuse of the powers of govern- 
ment, and a determination to rule by the use of 
patronage; therefore 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to inquire into and report to this house the causes 
which have led to the late extraordinary increase 
of public officers aud agents, and the alarming in- 
crease of public expenditure within the last nine 
years, and that they have power to send for per- 
sons and papers.” 

Mr. Menefee submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over under the rule. 

Resolved, That the president of the U. States be, 
and he is hereby, requested to communicate fo this 
house, if not incompatible with the public interest 
such information as he may possess relative to the 
seizure of the steamboat Caroline, acquired since 
the date of his late messsage on that subject, the 
measures which this government have adopted to 
obtain from the government of Great Britain an ex- 
planation of said seizure, and the ground whici 
the diplomatic representative here and the provin- 
cial authorities of Upper Canada have assumed in 
relation thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Graham, of N. C. 

Resolved, That the committee of elections be 1n- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing 4 
law of the following import, constituting the coi- 
mittee of elections: 

“That on the third day of the session of each 
congress, the name of that member from each state 
who has received the greatest majority of votes of 
congress among his own delegation, shall be ¢° 
posited in box number one. - 

“That the names of all the other members 0 
congress then in attendance shall be severally pu! 
in box number two. . 

“That a boy under ten years old shall forthwith 
proceed to draw out of box number two the names 
of ten members, which names, so drawn, shall be 
placed in box number one. Lees “ae 

“That box number one, then containing thirty: 
six ballots or names, shall be revolved or turnet 
three times round, to mix the ballots: and spout 
diately a boy under ten years old shall, after each 
successive revolution of the box, draw ont one bal- 
lot, until the names of twelve members of congre* 
be so drawn, which twelve persons shall constitute 
the committee of elections. 

“That said committee shall thereupon be SW aa 
by the speaker to hear, investigate, and ual 
truly, all such contested elections as may be 7. 
mitted to their charge, according to the const! 
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tion of the United States and the laws of the state 
7 which the contest may or shall originate. 

x. «That said committee shall immediately retire to 
their committee room and elect their own chair- 
me That, in case of a vacancy in said committee 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, such vacancy 
shall be filled by drawing one or more names froin 
box number one, until the committee be again 
motion of Mr. Garlaud, of Va. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to lay before this house, as early as prac- 
ticable, copies of all letters written by him to col- 
lectors and receivers between the Ist January, 
1834, and the present time, having relation to de- 
faleations, omissions to comply with the laws and 
regulations established for their government, and 
other irregularities. Also, copies of all reports 
made by persons appointed to examine and report 
on the state of the land offices within the same 


eriod. ; 
. Mr. Mullory submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a select committee of ———— be 


appointed to investigate the cause of delay in the 
sailing of the exploring expedition, and to ascer- 
tain why the resolutions of this house have failed 
to extract a satisfactory explanation from the navy 
department, : 

Mr. Rencher moved to amend this resolution by 
adding thereto the following: 

«And that the said committee inquire into the 
expediency of abandoning the said expedition.” 

Debate arising, the resolution and amendment 
were laid over. 

On motion of Mr. Craig, 


Resolved, That the committee of accounts ascer- | 


tain as nearly as they can, and report to this house, 
the annual expense incurred in supplying members 
of congress with the various articles covered by the 
general denomination of stationery, and that they 
report their opinion upon the expediency of allow- 
ing a fixed sum of money to each member, at each 
session of congress, in lieu of the ad libitum supply 
of stationery now allowed. 

By Mr. Morgan: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of ihe U. Stales of America in congress asseinbled, 
(two-thirds of both houses concurring,) That the 
following amendment to the constitution of the U. 
States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 
States, which, when ratified by the legislatures of 
three-fourths ofthe states, shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes as part of the constitution: ‘Congress 
shall have power to provide by law that no person 
shall be capable of holding or being elected to any 
post of profit, trust, or emolument, civil or mili- 
tary, legislative, executive, or judicial, under the 
government of these United States, who shall here- 
alter ight a duel, or send or accept a challenge to 
fighta duel, the probable issue of which may be 
the death of the challenger or challenged, or who 
shall be asecond to either party,or shallin any man- 
ner aid or assist in such duel, or shall be knowingly 
the bearer of such challenge or acceptance; but no 
person shall be so disqualified by reason of his hav- 
lng, prior to the passage of such law, fought such 
duel, or sent or accepted such challenge, or been 
a second in such duel, or bearer of such challenge 
or acceptance.” 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to lay before this house any recent 
information which may be received from the seat 
of warin Florida, which he may deem it expedient 
to communicate, touching the present state of the 
campaign in that quarter, and especiaily such inti- 
mation, if any, as he may have received of the dis- 
disposition of the hostile Indians to treat for peace, 
and the terms on which they propose to negotiate. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury re- 
Port to this house a statement of the disbursements 
and appropriations for fortifications, light-houses, 
revolutionary and other pensions, and internal im- 
Provements, including piers, breakwaters, preser- 
vation of ports and harbors, removing obstructions 
intivers and creeks, &c. and the snpport of light- 
louses, including all incidental expenses; and show- 
ing, as far as practicable, the amount disbursed in 
each state in each year since the peried embraced 


In his report on the same subjects of the 17th of 


January, 1835. 

On motion of Mr. Jenifer, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
e requested to communicate to this horse what 
aps have been taken, under the resolution of the 
28th February, 1837, in relation to the high duties 
and restrictions on tobacco imported into foreign 
Countries from the United States; the number and 
hines of agents appointed under said resolution, 


and the government to which they are accredited; | 


together with such information as he may have | 
received from our ministers and other agents abroad 
‘in relation tothe same. Also, whether any specific 
instructions have been, or are intended to be, 
given to the minister lately appointed to Austria 
to negotiate in behalf of the tobacco trade between 
the United States and the Austrian dominion. 

Mr. Thomas moved the following as an amend- 
ment to the 20th rule, which lies over one day. 

“And, on the first Friday “of each month, the 
calendar of private bills shall be called over, and 
the bills to the passage of which no objection shall | 
then be made shall be first consicered and dis- 
posed of: private bills from the senate having a 
preference over private bills of the house.” 

Mr. Davis sub:nitted the following resolution: 

Resolred, ‘That the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States, in congress assembled, 
will adjourn and close the present session on Mon- 
day, the fourteenth day of May next. 

' Mr. Mercer raised the question of consideration, 
which was decided in the negative. So the house 
refused to consider the resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Peck, 

Resolved. That the committee on agriculture be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the introduction of foreign seeds 
and plants through our consuls, public ships and 
merchant vessels, and of establishing an office at 
the seat of government, to be under the direction 
and management of the commissioner of the patent 
office, tor the reception and distribution of such 
seeds and plants as would tend to the advancement 
of the agricultural interests of the country. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 
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Resotved, That the postmaster general be in- 
structed to report tothis house the amount of post- 
ages receivec on paid and unpaid letters sent by 
|the express mail to the city of New York, from 
Philadelphia, Mobile and New Orleans, and the 
amount of postages received at New York on let- 
| ters sent to the other offices named by the express 
mail between the 15th November, 1836, and the 
30th September, 1837. Also, the amount of post- 
‘age received at the post office in the city of New 
York on letters, poth paid and unpaid, sent during 
'the same period by the regular or usual mail to, 
and received fram, the offices above mentioned. 
Also, the amount of postage received at the post 
office in New Orleans on paid and unpaid letters, 
sent by the express mail from Mobile, Philadel- 
phia, and New York, and the amount of postage 
received at the office on letters sent to the said 
other offices by the express mai! during the above 
mentioned period. Aliso, the amount of postage 
received at the post office in the city of New Or- 
leans on paid and unpaid letters, during the period 
above stated, sent by the regular or usual mail from 
that office to Mobile, Philadelphia and New York, 
and on letters received at the New Orleans post 
office from the said other post offices. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be in- 
structed to report to this house a list embracing ell 
the contracts for carrying the regular mails on the- 
several routes on which the express mail is carried, 
the name of each contractor or contractors for each 
route, the length of the route by measurement or 
estimate, the sum paid for the mail transportation 
on each route, and the speed with which each mail 
is carried under each of the contracts; and whether 
‘any vehicles or carriages for the conveyance of 
passengers are used or employed ou any of these 
mail routes that travel faster than than the one in 
which the regular mail is carried. 

On motion of Mr. Hoffman, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency ef crea- 
ting the rank of admiral in the navy of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. De Graff, 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the laws now in operation 
granting pensions to widows or their children, as to 
extend the benefits of the same, under the usual 
restrictions, to the widows or children of all those 
who died in consequence of wounds or injuries re- 
ceived while in the service of the United States 
previous to 1818. 

On motion of Mr. Loomis, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the power of the 
United States government to compel the applica- 
tion of the assets and effects of the late Bank of the 
United States to the payment of its outstanding 


mtinicate to this house (if the same can be done 
without prejudice to the pnblic service) all the 
documents and information in his possession rela- 
tive to the prosecution of the claim to the Smithso- 
nian bequest; also, what duty had been performed, 
and remains to be performed, by the agent em- 
ployed at London, in reference to said claim, and 
how the money heretofore appropriated by con- 
gress had been applied. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the law now in force for printing and distribu- 
ing the acts of congress, so as to give to thema 
more uniform and general circulation. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 

Resolved, That the committee on militia be in- 
structed to report, as soon as may be, a bill for the 
reorganization, arming, disciplining, and governing 
the militia, upon such principles, and with such 
provisions, as are adapted to the present state of 
the popalation, and will better conform the re- 
quired service to the probable occasions of the 
country, and which will relieve the people from 
unnecessary burdens; render more equal the du- 
ties to be performed, and give greater efficiency 
to the organized force of the nation, in preserving 
the public peace, maintaining the supremacy of 
the laws, and repelling bostile invasions. 

On motionof Mr. 4dams, 

Resolved, That the secretaries of the treasury, of 
war, and of the navy, be directed to report to this 
house the names of all persons appointed as agents 
for the payment of pensions from the first attempt 
to transfer the payment of pensions from the late 
Bank of the United States to other agents for said 
payments to the present time; specifying the au- 
thority by which such appointments have been 
made, the forms of the commissions issued to such 
agents; the sums of public money advanced or 
otherwise paid to such agents for said payments, 
and the dates of all such advances and payments, 
and the balances reinaining credited to each of them 
at the end of each quarter; the compensation, if 
any, allowed to said agents for such services, the 
banks with which they have been respectively con- 
nected; the officers, whether under authority of the 
United States, or of the separate states, held by 
such agents; at the same time, when charged with 
the pension agency, and the compensation which 
they have received therefor. 

When the state of Massachusetts was called, Mr. 
Adams presented the following: 

Resolved, That the letter and petition of John V. 
Brown and twelve others, from Rocky Mount, 
Franklin county, Virginia, praying, for reasons 
therein assigned, for the arraignment at the bar of 
the house, and expulsion, of John Quincy Adams, 
a member of this house, be printed, with the names 
of the signers thereto, and referred to a comwmittee 
of nine members to consider and report thereon, 
with liberty to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. A. was about to address the chair in sup- 
port of the resolution, when the speaker reminded 
him that, under the order of the house, if any reso- 
lution was likely to cause debate, it must be laid 
over. Mr. Adams said that as the resolution re- 
ferred to a question of privilege, he presumed that 
part of the rule did not apply to this resolution. 
The chair, having considered the resolution, decid- 
ed that, as a question of privilege, its consideration 
would be in order. Mr. Rencher of North Caroli- 
na, moved the preliminary question of consideration, 
viz. whether the house would consider the resolu- 
tion? The chair said that the question of recon- 
sideration would take precedence of all others. 
Mr. Adams said that the resolution concerned his 
own privilege as a member of the house, and of 
the house also. Mr. Rencher said he would with- 
draw his motion for the question of consideration 

Mr. Adams then called for the reading of the 
letter and memorial to which the resolution re- 
ferred. And they were read as follows: 

Rocky Movnt, Franklin county, 
Virginia, Feb. 26th, 1838. 

Mr. Adams: As the representative of the inter- 
ests and wishes of the people of the whole United 
States, and defending in theory so ably, and in 
practice so fully, the hallowed right of petition 
from your countrymen, we, whose names are here- 
unto subscribed, respectfully ask you to present 
the following humble and needful petition to the 
‘congress of the United States for immediate action: 

To the congress of the United Siales of America: 

Whereas, for a long time we have seen with 
deep regret the course pursned by our distinguish- 





debts and liabilities, and, if satisfied that such 
power exists, that they report to the house the 
proper measures to be taken for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 
| Resolved, That the president be requested to com- 














ed fellow-citizen, the hon. John Quincy Adams, of 
Massachusetts, upon the deeply interesting ques- 
tion of the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and acknowledging as we do the rights 
| of petition, and the duty of congress to attend to all 
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petitions coming from the freemen of the United 
States, and as it is clearly and fully conceded by 
all that you have the constitutional power to keep 
order in your body, and to preserve harmony in 
the country, by all proper means, we respectfully 
and humbly pray that, as the aforesaid John Quincy 
Adains has pursued and is pursuing a course upon 
the aforesaid subject, in our opinions tmoraily and 
politically wrong, and calculated, certainly, to stir 
up the deadliest strife between the north and 
south, and finally to involve our beloved country 
in the horrors of a civil war, and to lead to a disso- 
lution of the union, you do arraign him at the bar 
of the house, and formally and forever expel him 
from your most honorable body, if sufficient evi- 
dence appear to justify your adopting such a 
measure. Your petitioners deem it unnecessary 
to lay before congress any labored argument in 
favor of this important measure, and will content 
themselves simply by stating that no feelings, but 
motives of patriotism, and a deep desire to silence 
the discussion of this most absorbing and dan- 
gerous question, here induce them to appeal to 
you, in their’ popular right, to exercise this con- 
stitutional power, clearly vested in you by the very 
instrument itself, pe cthey 

They humbly and most earnestly pray that this 
their petition will be attended to by your very 
honorable body; and, with great reverence and re- 
spect, sign theinselves your mostobedient servants. 

Mr. Stuart, of Virginia, said that the memorial 
appeared to have come from his own district, but 
he had never bgard any thing of it: he wished to 
hear the names of the signers. 

{They were read by the clerk.] 

Mr. Stuart then said that he was satisfied the 
names were all fictitious, and moved that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table; which was agreed to, 
and the resolution was laid on the table accordingly. 

The states having been called through for reso- 
lutions, the speaker called the estates, in order, 
commencing at Wisconsin, for pelttions and memo- 
rials. Among others, 

Mr. Lawler presented certain resolutions of the 
Jegislature of Alabama, in reference to the recep- 
tion of Texas into the union, which he moved 
should be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr, Adams called for the reading of the resolu- 
tions, and they were read at length. 

Mr. A. then observed, that as the resolutions 
contained a lengthy argument in favor of. the ad- 
inission of Texas, and that professedly on the 
ground thaisuch admission was intended to change 
and destroy the balance of power which had here- 
tofore existed between the states in different por- 
tions of the union— 

The chair here interposed, and said that a motion 
to lay on the table precluded debate. Mr. ddams 
said he should not debate the question, but move 
the reference of the resolutions to a select com- 
mittee. The chair said that the motion to lay the 
resolutions on the table then took precedence. On 
this motion Mr. dams then demanded the yeas 
and nays, and the house ordered them to be taken; 
they resulted as follows: yeas 109, nays 40. 

So the resolutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Ewing presented cestain resolutiuns of the 
legislature of Indiana, on the subject of the trea- 
sury circular, which, giving rise to debate, were 
laid over. 

A number of petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and disposed of. After which, 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 6. As soon as the journal was 
read, 

Mr. 4dams rose, and asked leave to present a 
petition from citizens of Newark, in New Jersey, 
praying that congress would investigate the cir- 
cumstances of the late duel. Objection being 
made, Mr. A. moved the suspension of the rule, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which being ordered, 
the motion (requiring a vote of two thirds) pre- | 
vailed. Yeas 113, nays 43. 

A similar memorial from other citizens of the | 
same place was presented by Mr. Furjield: the rule 
having been suspended, on his motion, both memo- 
rials were referred to the select committee on that 
subject. 

Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, asked leave to offer 
a resolution fixing the daily hour of meeting at 10 
o’clock, A. M. during the remainder of the session; 
objected to. The motion to suspend the rule for 
the purpose of offering this resolution, was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Chambers gave notice that he should renew 
this motion on every morning until the house acted 
on it. 

Among the bills reported was the following: 

By Mr. Cambreleng: from the committee of ways 
and means, made a report at length upon the me- | 
morials relating to the currency and a national | 














bank, and relating to the collection and safe-keep- 
ing of the public money. 

[This report shall have a place in the next “Rer- 
GISTER.’’} 

When ihe committee on foreign relations was 
in order, Mr. Howard asked and obtained leave to 
take up and consider the amendments of the senate 
to the bill for the preservation of neutral relations. 
Mr. Howard said that the number of these amend- 
inents was six, and were as follows: 

}. To limit the operation of the first section to 
‘‘arms aid munitions of war,” instead of the ‘‘means 
and materials” provided for a military expedition. 

2. To limit the section also to ‘‘conterminious 
countries” with whom the United States are at 
peace. 

3. To make the seizing officer apply a warrant 
within “ten days.” 

4. To authorise the president to send the judge, 
&c. to the district where ‘this act” as well as the 
‘‘act hereby amended” is likely to be violated. 

5. To limit the duration of the act to ‘two 
years,”’ 

6. To strike out the proviso which permits all 
trade recognized by ‘treaties or the law of nations,” 
and to substitute one which permits trade in muni- 
tions of war in “vessels by sea.” If the senate’s 
amendment had been concurred in, all trade “by 
land”? with conterminious countries, in arms and 
munitions of war, would have been forbidden. 

The first, seeond, third, and fourth, were agreed 
to without a division. 

The fifth being read, 

Mr. Mason of Ohio, said that if this law were 
desirable at all, it should be enacted fora longer 
term than two years. It carried upon the face of it 
an adinission that it has reference to one particular 
foreign power alone. Bat, if there were any occa- 
sion for the passage of the law to meet the present 
emergency, there was also reason for making it the 
permanent Jaw of the land. He was not in favor 
of oceasional legislation, out of respect to any in- 
dividual power; it seemed too much like making a 
concession to one which the government was un- 
willing to make to another power. It was a peace- 


offering; its object was to preserve neutrality. If 


in any way, he boped this bill would be passed ina 
permanent form, rather than in this temporary way, 
at the invocation of a foreign government. The 
law of 1818 was a permanent Jaw, and this ought 
to be so too. 

Mr. Adams moved to strike from the proposed 
amendment the word ‘two,’ and insert the word 
‘“‘four,’’ andto add the words ‘‘to the then next ses- 
sion of congress.” 

[Upon this amendment, which was ultimately re- 


_jJeeted, and upon another proposed by the commit- 
tee, (to non-concur with the senate in the 6th of 


the above amendinents,) a debate arose. The 
amendment proposed by the committee was adopted, 
and the bill returned to the senate. J 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole (Mr. Casey 
in the chair) and resumed the consideration of the 
civil and diplomatic bill for the year 1838—and af- 
ter some time spent tiereon, without coming toa 
final decision on the bill, on motion, the committee 
rose, and the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, March 7. Mr. Adams asked leave to 
present two petitions from certain clergymen and others 
of his state, on the subject of the Jate duel, but the 
leave was refused: and a motion to suspend the rules 
failed: ayes 86, noes 55, (not two-thirds.) 

Mr. Chambers cmaiied his motion to allow the hour 
of meeting to be 10 o’clock; but the house refused the 
yeas and nays, and rejected the motion. 

A number of bills for the relief of individuals, and 
of local interests, were reported. 

Mr. Bronson, from the committee on the territories, 
reported the senate bil! to authorize the president of the 
United States to cause the southern boundary line of 
the territory of Wisconsin to be ascertained and mark- 
ed, with amendments thereto. 

Mr. Bell, in pursuance of previous notice, asked for 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to secure the free- 
dom of elections. 

Also, a statement showing the names and grades of 
all officers in the line and several departments of the 
staff of the army, holding brevets, and receiving by 


}reason thereof a greater amount of pay and emolu- 


ments than they would be entitled to from their lineal 
commissions. 

The senate bill, entitled ‘An act to change the times 
of holding the circuit courts of the United States in the 
seventh circuit,” was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign affairs, 
moved that the house do insist on its disageement to 
the senate’s third amendment to the neutrality bill, 
(confining trade in arms and munitions of war to ves- 
sels by sea,) and appoint a committee of conference 
on their part. ‘The motion was agreed to, and Messrs. 
Howard, Patton, and Corwin were appointed conferees 
on the part of this house. 

The howe then passed to the orders of the day. 











i a 
On motion of Mr. Cushman, the house wen: ;,,. 
committee of the whole, Mr. Lincoln in the a. iNto 
the bill to continue in force an act of the legislatur 4 
Maryland; which, after a brief conversation om of 
Messrs. Cushman, Reed, and Howard, was ordered = 
be engrossed and read a third time this day and. = 
then read a third time and passed. ; _ 
The jomt resolution reported by Mr. Lincoln 
ordered to be engrossed this morning, authoriziy, rm 
taking down of the walls of the old post lllte, we 
taken up and passed. pee 
On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, from the co; 
of ways and means, the house then went jn 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union (Mr 
Casey in the chair,) and resumed the consideration o 
the appropriation bill for the civil and diplomatic — 
vice for the year 1838. i 
‘dt gave rise to considerable discussion, during which 
several questions of order were raised. Before a final 
decision upon the bill, the committee rose and reporied 
progress. 
r. Bell obtained the printing of an amendment hp 
intended to offer. . 
Mr. Reed, on leave, submitted a resolution callin, 
upon the secretary of the treasury for a report of th, 
amount of additional compensation received by yp. 
venue officers in 1837, under the provisons equalizing 
the sanre to what they would have received if the pjj 
of 1832 had not passed; which was concurred jj). 
Mr. Henry, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Halsted, of 
New Jersey, presented resolutions of their respective 
legislatures on the subject of a national armory; which 
were referred to the committee on military affairs. — 
And then the house adjourned. 
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THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 


In the senate—Mr. Buchanan, from the commitiee ot 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two houses 
in relation to the proviso of the house in_the neutrality 
bill, denying an appeal to treaties and the law of na- 
tions against the operations uf the bill, reported that the 
committee had agreed on a certain form for this part 
of the bill. ‘The amendments agreed upon were read, 
but were inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. B. stated that by this agreement of the commii'ec 
the senate would secure the trade which they wished 
to secure, (by sea,) and that, in effect they had adopted 
the proviso of the house. 

The senate agreed to this report of the committee of 
conference. 

Afier some business, which will be noticed in our 
next, the senate resumed the consideration of the sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr. Davis argued at some length, against one of the 
suggested propositions of Mr. Preston, that the notes 
of ion-specie-paying banks should be received tempo- 
rarily by the government, as a dangerous precedent; 
and as probable not practically betier than the prove 
sions of the substitute that such bills should be received 
when tle banks should resume. 

Mr. Niles spoke chiefly in reply to Mr. Davis, espe- 
cially characterizing the banks as trading compames, 
with which the government have nothing to do, and 
denying emphatically that the country was suffering 
distress Or embarrassment. 

Mr. Davis having britily responded— 

Mr. Preston said the proposed amendment, last 
discussed, was not before the senate, but had been 
merely suggested. He hoped the question would now 
be taken on the amendment which he had actually 
offered in relation to the selection of the twenty-iive 
deposite banks proposed by the substitute. 

In accordance with the suggestions of Mr. Rives, 
and from information which he had obtained that most 
states own stock in one or more of their respective 
banks, Mr. P. withdrew the latter part of this amend- 
ment, so as to make it merely require that the deposile 
banks should be selected from those banks the stock of 
which is owned in whole or in part by the respective 
states in which they are situated. 

Mr. Hubbard was understood to object to the with- 
drawal of the latter branch of the amendment; but 
Mr. Preston claimed the right of doing so; and the 
vote being taken on the amendment as modified, 1t as 
negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Cr! 
tenden, Davis, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White— 
19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun. Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, I's 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon 
McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of. Connecticut, 
Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright 
Young—3z2. 

The question now recurring on the substitute, 
fered by Mr. Rives, 

Mr. Bayard spoke on the subject at large, and in 
opposition to the original bill. Before he had concit) 
ded, he yielded the floor to a motion to adjourn; anc 
about 5 e’clock. 

The senate adjourned. 
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In the house no business of importance W bill in 
acted. Some time was spent in considering the gee 
relation to the northeastern boundary, which was Wt 


mately referred to the committee on foreign affairs 


as of- 
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